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PREFACE.

rpHE object of these pages is to furnish a text-

-- book to be read with candidates for Baptism,

Confirmation, and the Lord's Supper. It simply

points out a line of instruction to be taken. It

suggests matter which may be enlarged on and

more fully explained to the class.

The difficulty of getting candidates to retain, for

any length of time, the information imparted to

them during their attendance at the Classes, must

have been too often experienced to need any point-

ing out.

It is thought possible, however, that if the

groundwork of the instruction to be given is put

before the candidates in such a shape as is pre-

sented in this tract, and is left in their hands,

then the fuller explanations of the various subjects

treated of, and the larger information to be built

on this, may obtain a surer and more enduring hold

on their minds and memories than at present, in

too many instances, they appear to do.



NOTE.

It will be observed that some references are given in

the text of this book, and some are transferred (for greater

convenience) to the notes at the foot of each page. It is

hoped, however, that in every case the reader will care-

fully turn to the passages indicated.
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OUR VOWS

CHAPTER I.

PEEPAEATION.

REPARATION
for Baptism, or

Confirmation, or

the Eucharist

!

How important a

matter is this,

'since so much de-

pends upon it

!

Very serious

indeed is the duty

to be undertaken;

unspeakably
great is the bless-

ing to be now sought of God. And how that duty

will be performed, and how large a share of God's

grace and blessing will be obtained, must depend very

much upon the manner in which persons prepare

themselves to come before the Lord.

There are two parts in this needful preparation;
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tliere is the preparing of the lieart, and the preparing

of the mind. These are not of equal importance

;

since a person who is in earnest^ although extremely

ignorant, may rightly present himself for Baptism, or

Confirmation, or the Lord's Supper, and obtain God's

precious gifts ; while the best-informed person in all

the world, if he be not faithful and sincere, will re-

ceive no blessing.

Still, both are deeply necessary. Earnestness is so

essential, that without it no grace will be bestowed

;

and certainly, if we profess to be disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ and to hold the Christian faith, we should

understand the principles of that faith, and be "ready
to give an answer to every man that asketh us a reason

of the hope that is in us.'"

" The preparations of the heart in man," says Solo-

mon, " and the answer of the tongue, is from the

Lord."" These coming weeks of preparation, then,

should be a time for very earnest prayer to God—for

seeking at his hands the grace you need. Give your-

selves now to God with a serious intention of your

hearts. Put away, as far as may be, worldly thoughts,

amusements, interests. Fix your whole mind on the

one great business which lies before you. Eemember
that this may be the turning point of life with you,

the point whence you may go on happily from
Btrengtli to strength, till at the last you may receive a

never-fading crown of glory; or the point whence
you may start miserably on a downward course, where
you may pass at once and forever within the " wide

gate," and enter on the " broad way " that " leadetli to

destruction."^ "With many. Confirmation is the turn-

» 1 PeL iii. 15. a Prov. .xvi. 1. 3 Matt vii. 13.
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ing point in life. Let us here, then, say a few words
on that rite especially, before touching those themes

which pertain alike to Baptism, Confirmation, and the

Supper of the Lord.

Eemember that once only in all your lives may you
come to be confirmed. Many things may you do often

;

and if sometimes, through carelessness or neglect, you
have done these ill, the fault may be repaired and
amended at some future time. But it is not so with

Confirmation. Once only do you present yourselves

before the Lord ; once only do you stand out before

God and the Church, to confirm and renew in your

own persons your baptismal promises ; once only may
the Bishop's hands rest solemnly on your heads, while

the prayer is offered up that you may "increase in

God's Holy Spirit more and more until you come unto

his everlasting kingdom." And if on that one occa-

sion you come with careless and ungodly minds ; if then

you do only draw nigh unto God with your mouths,

while your hearts are far from Him ; if you come with

a lie on your lips, to utter promises which you never

wish to keep, to ask for God's precious gifts which you
do not care to have, certainly you must forfeit and lose

forever the peculiar blessing of Confirmation.

Pray that it be not so with you. Pray God that

you may be earnest and sincere.

And while you pray Him to prepare your hearts for

this serious duty, give all diligence yourselves, make
every effort, use every means to be brought into a fit-

ting frame of mind. Let these weeks of preparation

be weeks of solemn training for the coming work of

Confirmation.

Confirmation! What, then, is this? "What are its
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duties and its blessings ? "What arc you to do in this,

and Avhat may you receive ? There are two parts in

Confirmation :

—

1. There is your work and duty; which is to con-

firm, ratify, and take upon yourselves, and renew with

your own lips the promises made by yourselves or in

your names by your god-parents at your baptism.

You come forward at Confirmation to promise that you
.

will " renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps
and vanity of this wicked world, and all the sinful

lusts of the flesh ; that you will believe all the articles

of the Christian faith ; and that you will keep God's

holy will and commandments, and walk in the same
all the days of your life." You come to declare that

you will, God helping you, continue Christ's faithful

soldiers and servants unto your life's end. This is your

part.

2. God's promises are confirmed and assured to you.

Once, at your Baptism, you are made members of

Christ ; thus you become children of God ; and you
receive the precious gift of God's Iloly Spirit, and

are promised (conditionally) an eternal inheritance in

heaven. This promise is now assured again and con-

firmed to you ; that gift of the Holy Spirit is increased

and enlarged in you, if you seek it with humble, earn-

est, faithful, and penitent hearts. The blessed in-

fluences of the Holy Spirit you have, indeed, if bap-

tized, already been made partakers of; all your life

through you have been objects of His care; every good
thought or holy desire that you ever had, did proceed

from the Holy Ghost. But now His grace is to be con-

firmed, strengthened, increased in you ; and that which
was one while only as the gentle dew, shall now fall
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on you in larger and more refreshing sliOTvers, even

"like rain npon mown grass,"

Here let the Confirmation service be read over.

Then refer to Heb. vi. 1, 2, and notice how St. Paul

places the " laying on of hands" (which, following as

it does in this passage, immediately after " the doctrine

of Baptism," has always been held to refer to the lay-

ing on of the Bishop's hands in Confirmation)—notice

how St. Paul places this among "the principles,"

the first and simplest truths "of the doctrine of

Christ."

Then turn to Acts viii. 14r-17, and Acts xix. 1-6, and

thence learn the Apostolic practice ; how the Apostles

laid their hands on those who had been baptized, and

how immediately the Holy Ghost was given ; not giv-

en them for the first time entirely, since it was by the

grace and operation (or working) of the Holy Spirit

that they were first grafted into Christ at Baptism;^

but given them in so large a measure, and with such

extraordinary power, that the gift became manifest

unto all men through its miraculous effects.

It is the gift and presence of this same Holy Spirit,

not that He may work in you with the extraordi-

nary and miraculous power which was manifested

among the early Christians, since this is no longer ne-

cessary, but that He may fill you full of all His ordi-

nary graces, that He may direct, sanctify, and govern

you in all your ways,—it is this priceless gift of the

Holy Spirit which you seek to obtain ; it is this which

will most surely be given you, if you are fitted to be-

come " temples of the Holy Ghost."'^ By this Holy
Spirit's influence you will be confirmed in the ways

1 1 Cor. sii. 13. 2 Ibid. vi. 19.
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and works of godliness, if your hearts are prepared to

receive Him when you present yourselves before the

Lord for Confirmation.

Pray, then, that you may be so fitted and prepared.

Pray that by no carelessness or folly of your own you

may hinder the grace of God. Pray that you may
never, either now or while you live, " resist the Holy
Ghost."^

1 Acts vii. 51.



CHAPTER 11.

THE FALL.

N"D now let us

proceed to some

statement ofthose

principles of our

faith with which

the minds of

Christians should

be fully furnished

and instructed.

The first im-

portant truth
which we have

to learn and to

confess is the sin-

fulness and corruption of man's fallen nature,—the

fact that we are all born in sin, and are children of

wrath, that is, children who, on account of their sin-

fulness, deserve God's wrath and anger. See, in the

following texts, how Holj Scripture teaches this :

—

Eph. ii. 1-3
; Rom. v. 12 ; Gen. viii. 21 ; 1 John i. 8;

Jer. xvii. 9 ; Ps. li. 5, Iviii. 3 ; Job xiv. 4.

God created man pure and holj, and in his own im-

age.i Man's nature, as God first made it, was good.

This is certain, because our Lord Jesus Christ took

upon Him "human nature," and was without sin;

1 Gen. ix. 6.

2
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proving thereby that in that nature itself there was no

inherent sinfuhiess. By ''human nature" we undh*-

stand that which all men have in common, and which

distinguishes men from all other creatures ; such as

bodily shape, bodily powers, reason, memory, speech,

conscience, will, and soul and spirit. This "human
nature" our Lord took upon Himself, and became a

man, and yet was without sinj

This taking upon Himself "human nature," this be-

ing made flesh and becoming a man,—so becoming a

man that He, who was God from everlasting, from

thenceforth became both God and Man, perfect God
and perfect Man, uniting in His one person the two dis-

tinct natures, the Divine and Human, the Godhead and

the Manhood, without any change of either or con-

fusion of the two,—this is it which we mean by the

"incarnation" of our Lord Jesus Christ; to believe

which rightly is necessary to everlasting salvation.

Every part of man's nature, then, was good as God
first made it ; and it only required some guiding power

to be added to keep all the different parts in order, to

restrain, and rule, and direct them.

By " the parts of man's nature" we mean man's ai>-

petites, passions, powers of reasoning, will or habit of

choosing.

Man had not the guiding power in himself. Jt was
a Divine power, given by God. That power, that

"guiding light," was the Holy Spirit, with whose in-

fluence Adam was blessed while he lived in God's

presence and communed with the Lord God in the

Garden of Eden. Then, in Eden, all the several parts

J Heb. ii. 14-lC; Phil. ii. 7, 8: Ileb. iv. 15; John 1. 14.
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of man's nature were kept by that Holy Spirit in per-

fect order ; man's will and tlie inclination of his heart

and mind were well directed, and Adam was innocent

and without sin.

To man, thus made, God decreed a time of trial, to

prove him, and to see whether he would be obedient

or not, before he was finally admitted into heaven.

God permitted Satan to tempt man/ Man yielded to

temptation, and disobeyed the express command of his

Maker.

And observe here, that we are not to think or speak

lightly of our first parents' sin, as if the mere eatiug of

the forbidden fruit was a trifling matter. Disobedience

and rebellion, disbelieving God's word, discontent and

ingratitude, this was in reality the sin of Adam and

Eve,—a sin most surely deserving of God's deepest

indignation.

Upon his disobedience, God banished man from His

presence. Being so banished, man lost that guiding

power, that Divine Light which had been given to di-

rect and keep him in all his ways : then the different

parts of his nature fell into confusion, his appetites

and passions were no longer well-ordered and directed,

these all became unruly and hard to govern ; his will,

or habit of choosing, was perverted and corrupted, so

that his heart became naturally inclined to evil and

disinclined to good r and man was no longer righteous,

but only sinful and wicked.

Sin comes from our not exercising our will, our

habit and power of choosing, aright. On the subject

of man's will, let it be observed here, that the differ-

ence between man before and after the Fall was this

:

1 Gen. iii.
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before the Fall he was liahle indeed, but not disposed

to sin, since the Divine grace directed him ariglit

;

after his fall, and upon the withdrawal of the Holy

Spirit's influence, he became actually disposed and in-

clined to sin. Thenceforth his will was not a good

one, but a bad one ; the inclination of his heart was

to choose the evil and refuse the good. And so it fell,

that although his will was still free, although there

was ever a secret consciousness of that freedom, al-

though there was no compulsion and no sort of neces-

sity for choosing evil and refusing good, yet the bias

of his fallen nature towards evil was so strong, and

his natural inclination so perverted, that practically he

could not of himself prefer what is good and holy,

and the grace of God was needed to induce him to

turn and seek after righteousness ; which grace, how-

ever, be it added, is never wanting to those who
seek it.

Sin comes, too, from our not restraining or keeping

in order those difterent parts of our nature which yet

are good when they are well ordered. For instance,

to indulge our appetite, our natural desire to eat, in

moderation, is a good thing and intended by God,

while to eat to excess is gluttony and sin ; or to in-

dulge our natural desire for rest and to refresh our

bodies with sleep is a good thing, while to rest or sleep

too much, becomes idleness and sloth, and this again

is sin ; or to love is good, but to love any creature too

much, with inordinate affection,' or more than we love

God, is sin.

When man lost the divine guiding Light, being ban-

ished from God's presence, when man's will was no

> Col. iii. 5.
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longer directed, and his appetites and passions no

longer restrained and kept in order by the Holy Spirit,

then he became at once sinful and corrupt. And this

state of disorder and corruption is what we mean by
original or birth-sin—the sinful state in which we are

all born.

Original sin consists in that " confusion " which took

place in man's nature, in that corruption of his will,

in that perversion of his heart, in that disposition to

evil which followed upon the loss of the divine guid-

ing Light.

(Observe, Christ could yet take our nature, and be

without sin ; because, while He took "human nature,"

He was Himself the guiding Light^ which could pre-

serve that nature in perfect harmony and order.)

Sin deprived man of intercourse with God. The
first effect of sin was to make man shun the presence

of the Almighty. Adam and Eve hid themselves,''*

and the Lord God sent them forth from his pres-

ence.^ Jn after years the declaration of the prophet

Isaiah^ was—" Your iniquities have separated between

you and your God ; and your sins have hid his face

from you, that He will not hear." And to be restored

to this communion and intercourse with God is our

highest blessing ; thus our Lord declares, " This is life

eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God,

and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent."^ The first

blessed result, too, of Christ's finished work on earth

was the gift of the Holy Ghost—^the descent of the

Holy Spirit, that the Lord God might dwell among
men.

1 John i. 9. 3 Gen. iii. 8. » Ibid. 23.

Isa. lix. 2. 5 John xvii. 3.

2-^
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!N'ot that God ^'holly and entirclj withdrew Him-
self from men. No ! He still guided them in some

degree, speaking to them through their consciences.

To this, allusion is made in Rom. ii. 15. And St. Paul

refers to this partial, but not entire, withdrawal of

God's influence, in his speech, recorded in Acts xiv. 16,

17. In Gen. vi. 8, again, we find that God left not

man wholly to his own devices and unassisted bj the

Divine influence. It is needful to bear this in mind,

that we may the better learn and be able to understand

how that God is not unrighteous' even though He tak-

eth vengeance on the unenlightened heathen world.

Still, while God so far guided men as to make them

justly responsible for their actions, yet He at the same

time withdrew his guidance to so great a degree as to

suflfer man's nature to fall into disorder, and his heart

to become corrupt and inclined to evil. Into this

state or condition, all we children of Adam are born

—

into this state of disorder, corruption, and inclination

to evil. And this corrupted state is what we call ori-

ginal sin.

1 Kom. iii. 5.



CHAPTER III.

THE REMEDY.

OW to bring us

out of this unhap-

py state, to reme-

dy this disorder

of our nature, is

the very object of

^God's scheme of

redemption as re-

vealed in the

Gospel. For this

very end Christ

became a man.

The disorder in

our nature arose out of our loss of that guiding

Light, which Adam once enjoyed, but forfeited

through his disobedience. Christ, therefore, who is

" the true Light, which lighteth every man that com-
eth into the world, "^ in his mercy was made flesh and
dwelt among us, that the Divine Light might once

more shine upon our darkness.'^ Christ took our na-

ture, and thus joined Himself to us, in order that we
might be joined to Him and be made partakers of his

nature,^ that we might receive of his divine strength

John i. 9, viii. 12. 2 Luke i. 78, 79. s 2 Pet. i. 4.
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and of his "fulness ;'" and so being once more divine-

ly guided and called "out of darkness into his marvel-

lous light,"2 might be saved from our old corruption

and disorder, which we inherited from Adam, and
" through Him (Christ) have access by one Spirit un-

to the Father."3

The means whereby this bringing out of darkness

into light is effected in us is union icith Christ. As
by our descent from and union with Adam, we were

born m a corrupt state, so by union with Christ, the

" last Adam,"^ we are delivered from that state of cor-

ruption.^ Christ is the root whence we derive all

grace and spiritual life.® From Christ, and through

our union with Him, we are made partakers of all

spiritual blessings ; for what Christ hath Himself, this

same He doth impart to all His faithful members.

Thus is it, through union with our Lord, that we re-

ceive tlie great gift of the Holy Ghost. Jesus having

finished his work on earth, ascended into heaven, to

receive this precious gift'' for men—this gift of the

Holy Spirit, that the Lord God might dwell among us,

to guide, direct, enlighten, and sanctify our hearts.

And of this gift we are made partakers through our

union with the Saviour.^

Observe here the two great parts of Christ's work
on earth—the two great ends for which He came into

the world : 1. To save us from the consequences of

sin ; 2. To save us from the power of sin.

The consequences of sin are death, and the incurring

of God's anger, and the forfeiture of God's favor.

1 John i. 16. 2 1 Pet. ji. 9. s Ephes. ii. IS.

* \ Cor. XV, 45. 6 Rom. v. 19; 1 Cor. xv. 22.

« 1 Jolin V. 11, 22; John v. 26; 1 Cor. xv. 4.5.

' V&. Ixviii. 18. 8 Gal. iv. 6; Titus iii. 6.
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Death is the punishment of sin ;^ eternal death is what
sinners deserve. This punishment Christ hore in our

stead. He gave his life a ransom for ours.^ We de-

served to die, but Christ died in our place.^ Upon the

cross he made a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice

and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.* (We
see a type and foreshadowing of this great sacrifice of

Christ in all those lower sacrifices which were ofifered

under the law.)^ Christ having thus borne the pen-

alty due to sin, and having satisfied that Di\ine justice

which had long ago declared that if man sinned man
should die,—Christ having become a man, and as a

man having endured the punishment of death, it be-

came possible for the just anger of God to be tm-ned

away from man,« God could be reconciled to the world,

and man could be forgiven and restored to the light

of God's countenance.''

This is one part of Christ's work. He has saved us

from the consequences of sin. The other, and equally

important part is, that He saves us from the power of

sin—from sin itself:" this he does by giving us back

and renewing in us that guiding light of the Holy
Spirit*^ which Adam forfeited, and by imparting to our

souls through union with Himself sufficient grace and

strength to enable us to resist sin, and to overcome

the world, the flesh, and the devil.^"

Our Lord hath shown us the way of righteousness,

He hath left us an example that we should follow His

steps ; and not only this, but He likewise imparts to

1 Eom. vi. 23. ^ Matt. xx. 28. » 1 Pet ii. 24; 1 Cor. xv. 8.

* Isa. liii. 6 Heb. ix. 22. « Eom. iil. 25, 26.

7 Acts xiii. 38 ; 2 Cor. v. 18, 19 ; Col. i. 19-22 ; Eom. v. 1.

8 Matt. i. 21 ; Acts iii. 26. 9 Titus iii. 5.

»<> John XV. 5 ; 1 John iii. 6 ; v. 4, 5.
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us spiritual strengtli and grace to lielp ns in our time

of need. For it is the very aim of Him, wlio is made un-

to us "righteousness and sanctilication,"i to conform iis

to his 01011 image, to beget us in His own likeness, that

He may be the " first-born among many brethren."^

Christ, then, is the root whence we derive all spir-

itual life and blessing. As by our natural descent from

and union with Adam we inherit weakness, corruption,

and death ; so by our spiritual union with Christ we
receive strength, and righteousness, and eternal life.

For just as Adam's disobedience affected the whole

human race, and brought upon it guilt and misery;

so the effects of Christ's obedience, of his meritorious

cross and passion, of his life of perfect hohness,

are imparted to all the faithful members of his

Body.

Observe again here, that as that original sinfulness

whicl we inherit from Adam is not something external

to ourselves, but something ingrained in our nature,

and constantly developing itself in actual sin ; so, in

like manner, that righteousness which is by Jesus

Christ^ must not remain something only external to

us, but must become a very part of our renewed na-

ture," and must develope itself in that lioUness ofhearty

and character, and disposition, possessing which we
may become " meet to be partakers of the inheritance

of the saints in light,"* but "without which no man
shall see the Lord."* To acquire this holiness^ of

» 1 Cor. 1. 80. 2 Kom. viii. 29. ^ Phil. i. 11.

< Rom. vi. 17-22. 6 Col. i. 12. « Ileb. xii. 14.

'' Holiness of life consists in our growing more and more like unto

Christ, as we yield our hearts and wills to the influence of His grace,

and suffer ourselves, our characters, and dispositions, to be moulded

and fashioned in the likeness of our Lord.
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character and " conversation,"^ remember, is the verj

•work and business of our lives ; and unless that work
be pefected in us, we shall have received the grace of

God in vain.'* The object of Christ's work on earth,

and the end for which He uniteth us unto Himself, is

to make us new creatures i^ Christ lived, and died,

and rose again, in order that we might be " renewed
in the spirit of our mind," and " put on the new man
which after God is created in righteousness and true

holiness,"* and constantly "maintain" those "good
works"^ which " God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them."^ Our Lord came not to save

us in our sins, but '''•from our sins."'' He " gave Him-
self for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity,

and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of

good works. "^ Let this be ever kept in mind.

We are not to imagine that at the Day of Judgment
the righteousness and perfect obedience of Christ will

be so accounted as ours, that it shall be unimportant

what our lives on earth have been. As it is not for

Adam's sin only, and without any reference to their

own actual sinfulness, that men will be punished here-

after ; so neither is it for Christ's obedience only, and

without any reference to our own past lives, that we
are to be rewarded ;» but we shall be accepted by God
for the sake of Christ's merits conditionally upon our

own obedience and godly living ; an obedience spring-

ing, indeed, out of Christ's obedience, having its root

therein, produced altogether of His grace, but still

created in us, and rendered by us, and so made our

1 1 Pet. i. 15.
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own. For, while it is most true that any obedience of

ours, even when done under God's grace, must be most

imperfect, and therefore does not and cannot deserve

any favor at God's hands, and can only be acceptable

on account of the perfection of Christ's obedience;

yet it is equally true that every man will be judged

according to his works hereafter,' and that the right-

eous only,^ and they that have done the will of their

Father which is in heaveUj^* shall be suffered to enter

the kingdom of heaven.''

The merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, appre-

hended by us through faith,'^ are the one sole cause of

our acceptance with the Eternal Father, but a fixed

unchangeable condition of our acceptance is our own
personal holiness, love, obedience (which are the fruits

of faith) ; or else such true and earnest repentance as

would certainly produce these, if time and opportunity

were granted.

The idea, that God will impute to us at the last that

righteousness of Christ which had not during our lives

found any place in our hearts, nor ever been reflected

» Rev. XX. 12. 2 Matt. xxv. 46. 3 ib. vii. 21. * Rom. ii. 6-9.

s Let it be remembered here what the exact office of faith is. When
we arc said to be "justified by fiiith," it is not meant that it is the act

of believing which of itself justifies us; we are justified only by the

merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour: we are merely said to be justified

by faith, because it is through faith that we apprehend or lay hold on

Christ. Faith is as much an act of the mind and intellect as any of

the things which we reckon among good works are acts of the heart

and body. To rely, therefore, on faith, on the act of believing, as a

ground of acceptance with God, would be to depend for salvation on

ourselves, on some work or merit of our own, and not on Christ ordy.

Yet forasnmch as faith is the moving powi-r within us, the source

whence all our searchings after Christ do spring, it were hardly pos-

sible to speak too highly of its importance and its blessedness. Faith

is to us here in this life what sight will be hereafter—the means where-

by the soul realizes and is enraptured with the ineflfable glory and

goodness of Its God.
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in our characters and dispositions, and then, and on
account of that righteousness, accept us, despite our

past habitual wilful sin, is a mere delusion, and a most
fatal error.

But let us pause a moment to notice the immense
difference there is between our obedience, and love,

and holiness being the cau&e^ and their being the con-

dition of our acceptance with Almighty God.

Obedience, to be the cause of our acceptance, obedi-

ence which could deserve an eternal reward hereafter,

must be 'perfect obedience ; such as was contemplated

under the Mosaic dispensation, when God declared,

" Ye shall therefore Jseep my statutes and my judg-

ments; which if a man do, he shaU live in them."*

But to render such obedience is, and ever has been

(since the fall of Adam), impossible to man. Who i3

there that could look on his own life, and imagine that

he has ever rendered, or ever can render, such perfect

obedience ? Who, that looks into his own heart, and

considers his ways, and counts up his many and griev-

ous faults, can do aught else than faU down before God,

and exclaim, " If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark
what is done amiss; O Lord, who may abide it?"

Ko ! we all have sinned, and come short of the glory

of God. It is when we contemplate our own lives,

yes, even our best endeavors to serve God, that wo
feel most deeply our need of a Saviour. And to speak

of any obedience of our own as the sole ground of our

acceptance with God, would be merely to drive us to

despair. But while we regard such perfect obedience,

as could claim any reward at God's hands, as a simple

impossibility on the part of man, it must be evident

that that imperfect obedience which is required as a

^ Lev. xviil. 5. See, also, Eom. x. 5, aud Gal. iii. 12.

3
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condition of our acceptance with God can be nothing

else than a positive necessity, because God is " ofpurer

eyes than to 'behold evil^ and lie cannot looh on in-

iquity ;'" He can never admit into Ilis i)resence those

that are not " meet to be partakers of the inheritance

of the saints in light :" and as our characters here de-

termine our characters hereafter ; as no change can

pass on us after death (except that the good or evil of

our characters will be drawn out unto the perfection

of holiness or to the consummation of iniquity) ; so

we must be throughout eternity such as we have be-

come in time,—hence it follows by necessity that the

love, and obedience, and holiness which are requisite

to fit us for God's presence in heaven, and which shall

be perfected in us in another life, must have their be-

ginning here, and be first formed in us in this life.

The existence of these in us must be a necessary con-

dition of our acceptance with God ; for if we have not

these here, if in this life we are only wicked, we
must be forever wicked hereafter, and so be wholly

unfit to stand before the Lord.

To imagine that God will create in us hereafter that

character and those good dispositions which we have

not here in this life, and do not care to have, is only a

vain thought. " Where the tree falleth, there it shall

be.'"' What death leaves us, eternity shall find us.

What we are when we close our eyes on all things of

time, and lay us down and die, the same shall we re-

main, be we holy or be we unholy, forever and for-

ever. Just as it is said, "He that is unjust, let hira

be unjust still ; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy

still : and he that is righteous, let him be righteous

still: and he that is holy, let him bo holy still."'

> Uab. i, 13. 2 Eccles. xL 3. s Eev. xxli. 11.
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Here, in this life, must be formed iu us that love^

wanting which we are only " Anathema Maranatha,"'

that is, accursed when the Lord cometh; that obe-

dience^ which is the effect of love;"^ that holiness,

" without which no man shall see the Lord :"^ for ex-

cept these be acquired now, they can never be acquired

at all ; and these are necessary conditions of our salva-

tion.

Let it be added, that we speak of these (love, obe-

dience, holiness) as necessary, inasmuch as these are

proofs of the inclination of the heart and will. That

which, in strictness, is necessary to our acceptableness

with Grod, that which is essential^ is the conversion of
the heart and will to God. But as the proofs of such

conversion lie ordinarily in the evidence which our

lives and characters afford, that is, in our love, obe-

dience, holiness (a tree being discerned by its fruits),

therefore we speak of these as " necessary." Let it

ever be remembered, however, for what this conver-

sion of the heart is necessary : not to win for us an in-

heritance in heaven,—that could be done by nothing

else than the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour,—but

to make us meet to he partaJcers of that inheritance

when it has been won, to render us Jit to dwell in

God's presence in heaven. The " wedding garment"

in the parable will aptly illustrate this truth.* No
"garment" was needed to procure them, that were

found in the "highways," an invitation to the wed-

ding ; the invitation was a simple act of grace on the

part of the king ; but the garment was necessary to

them, in order that they might remain and sit as ac-

ceptable guests at the marriage supper.

1 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 2 John xiv. 15, 23.

3Heb. xii. 14. < Matt. xxii. H.
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CHAPTER IV.

HOLY BAPTISM.

HRIST being

the root whence

we derive all

spiritual life and

blessing,' and

since the one

^great aim of the

soul's life must be

to be joined unto

Christ and to

abide in Him for

ever, the question

follows, " How
and when is our union with our Lord effected ?" "We

answer, " In our spiritual birth." Our Lord hath said,

" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king-

dom of God."^

There are two births: 1. our natural birth; 2. our

spiritual birth. Bj our natural birth we are joined to

and descended from Adam ; in our spiritual birth we
are united to Christ. This spiritual birth takes place

at our Baptism ; thus we are taught in the Catechism

that at our Baptism we were "made members of

Christ," and that the " inward and spiritual grace

"

> John XV. 1-6. 2 Ibid. iii. 8.
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of Baptism is " a new MrtJi unto righteousness ;" tlius,

too, in the Baptismal Service, before the child is bap-

tized, we pray that God will " give his Holy Spirit to

the infant that he may be lorn again ;" and imme-

diately after the Baptism we acknowledge our belief

in the child's regeneration, or new birth, and humbly

thank God for that mercy vouchsafed, saying, "We
yield Thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it

Tiath pleased Thee to regenerate this infant with Thy
Holy Spirit, to receive him for Thine own child by

adoption, and to incorporate him into Thy Holy

Church."

The texts from which we learn that regeneration, or

the new birth, does take place in our Baptism, are the

following : John iii. 5 ; Titus ii. 5 ; Gal. iii. 27 ; 1 Cor.

xii. 13; Eom. vi. 3, 4; Ool. ii. 12 ; Acts xxii. 16,

ii. 38.

By that regeneration, or new birth, which takes

place at Baptism, we understand simply the being

grafted into Christy the being made Christ's mernbers^

and the being adopted into God's family. The which

state of blessing does not necessarily imply our con-

tinuance in grace, or our final perseverance, or our fu-

ture salvation. By being made " members of Christ"

we become indeed God's children, and inheritors of

the kingdom of heaven ; but a son may prove him-

self a prodigal; a child may be disinherited for his

obstinate persistence in ill-doing ; a branch once united

to the parent stem may be broken off and withered,

and be cast away.^

The effect which should take place, and which God
intends should take place, upon our regeneration, is an

1 John XV. 6 ; Eom. xi. 21, 22 ; Heb. vi. 4-6.

3*
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entire change of our heart and disposition. The re-

ceiving of the liglit of the Holy Spirit ought to work
such a change in us, and ought to make us really new
creatures. And sometimes the new birth is spoken of

as if it had actually worked that intended change.*

But we are to remember that this happy result does

not follow in all, or even in many cases; in some^ per-

haps it does, by God's mercy, but not in many. For
there remains even in them that are regenerated a

hardness of heart, a disposition to sin, an infirmity of

will ; and therefore is there necessary in them a sec-

ond change before the designs of God's providence to-

wards them can be fulfilled. This second change we
call conversion: when to the change before eftected in

their outward condition (they from being children of

wratli, having in Baptism become children of grace), is

added a change in thc4r inward state also ; their will,

the inclination and disposition of their heart, is

changed ; with their whole heart and mind they turii

away from sinful things, they embrace God's oflfered

mercies, and give themselves with earnestness and sin-

cerity to God's service.

Regeneration and conversion are not to be con-

founded, or regarded as one and the self-same thing.

They are two distinct and separate processes.

Regeneration is God's sole act, wherein of his free

grace, by the operation of the Holy Ghost, upon our

promised faith and repentance, He grafts us into

» 1 John iii. 9, v. 4, IS.

2 Or it may be more correctly said perhaps, that that yielding of the
will and of the heart and affections to God, which is presently spoken
of as conversion, and which in most instances takes place at some later

time of life, does in these cases commence with the earliest years and
with the first opening of the young child's mind.
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Christ, joins us to Christ, makes ns Christ's mem-
bers.

Conversion is (as we may in some sense say) a

joint work of God and ourselves
; it is God " working

in us both to will and to do ;"^ and it is on our part a

sensible yielding of ourselves to the influence of God's

grace, a laying hold of and choosing as our lot and
portion God's mercy, a closing with the Divine offers,

working out our own salvation,^ making our calling

and election sure;^ it is a turning of ourselves,* our

whole heart and mind, to God ; whereby we become
indeed new creatures ;^ old things, old wishes, desires,

inclinations gradually pass away ; our life becomes a

new one; having been servants of sin, we become
servants of righteousness ;^ we go from strength to

strength ; and at length, if we persevere, become num-
bered with God's saints in glory everlasting.

As the result of our regeneration, or graftuig into

Christ, is our justification,^ so this gradual yielding of

our hearts and wills to God, which we call conversion,

and which is effected in us by God's Holy Spirit, issues

out into our sanctification.

But here, let these terms "justification" and "sanc-

tification" be explained.

First, of "justification," or being "justified." Let

us begin with the word "just." This is easy to under-

stand. A man who is "just" in the sight of God, is

one who is absolutely righteous, actually without sin,

perfectly obedient to all God's law. He is such a man,

in fact, as is not to be found in all the world ; since

iPhil.ii.l3.
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"there is none rigliteous; no, not one."' Then, sec-

ondly, to "justify," is to treat us^ who are really sin-

ners^ as if tee were just or righteous. And "justifica-

tion " is that merciful act of God whereby He receives

us sinners back into His favor, vehereby He regards us,

who are positively sinful, as if we were holy and

good ; whereby He looks upon us, who are in truth

unclean, as if we were indeed clean ; whereby He
pardons all our sins, and frailties, and imperfections,

and regards us as if we were the exact contrary of

what we are ; whereby He restores us, who are by na-

ture rebels, to those privileges of sonship for which His

divine wisdom originally created us. This is "justifi-

cation." And this miracle of love and mercy God
shows forth in us for the sake of Jesus Christ. Be-

cause Christ has fulfilled the law of righteousness for

us, and because He has borne the penalty due to sin,

God justifies us. For ChrisVs saJce, God treats us^

who are actually sinners^ as if we were just and holy.

And this work of justification is a work done in each

individual soul at the time of its Baptism. "We, each

one of us, do obtain our part and share in the great

work of Christ in that happy hour of our regenera-

tion ; when, being grafted by the Holy Ghost into

Christ, we become God's children, and are made heirs

of eternal life.'^

And secondly, of "sanctification:" this is our being

made by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit really

holy—lioly in heart, and character, and disposition,

and so fit to enter upon our inheritance in heaven.

And tliis sanctification (we may observe) follows nat-

urally after j ustification. God does not only forgive

1 Rom. iii. 10. 2 Titus iii. 5-7.
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and blot out the past, and reinstate us in His grace

and favor, and restore us to our lost sonship, and then
leave us to our own unaided efforts, but having begun
the good work in us. He performs it until the day of

Jesus Christ ;^ He gives us Divine strength, whereby
we may be enabled to walk worthy of our vocation,

and show ourselves obedient children, fitted for a place

in God's eternal kingdom ; as it is said, " Because ye are

sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of His Son into

your hearts. "2

Respecting the doctrine of " regeneration in Bap-
tism," it is necessary to hold this, both for our comfort

and for our warning. For our comfort, since we are

hereby assured of God's favor towards us, of which we
might otherwise have no positive or distinct assurance

;

and for our warning, since if we have once received the

grace of God, we must answer for our use of that

grace at the Day of Judgment.

Notice here, too, the use and value of the Sacraments.

They are outward and visible signs of an inward and
spiritual grace ; signs which our Lord gave, and or-

dained for our comfort and assurance. They are the

means whereby we receive that grace, channels where-

by that grace is conveyed to us ; and they are a pledge

and sign to assure us that we really have been parta-

kers of such grace. Without such outward signs, we
might be in doubt whether we had ever received God's

grace or not. But since our Lord has attached to the

right use of these Sacraments certain spiritual gifts

and blessings—since they were appointed for the very

purpose of imparting grace to the souls of the faith-

ful—the receiving of these Sacraments is an assurance

1 Phil i. 6. 2 GaL iv. 6.
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to our hearts of God's goodness and favor towards lis

;

and in the reception of these, our doubts and fears are

put to rest.

Let it here be called to mind what is the outward

part in Baptism; it is icater and the form of words—
water, wherein the person is baptized in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

And see in this washing in pure water how apt a sign

is given of that cleansing from all sin, which happens

to us at our baptism.^ See also in the plunging be-

neath the wave, and in the coming up again from be-

neath the water, a fitting emblem of that death unto

sin and that new birth unto righteousness which, as

Scripture and the Catechism teach us, is the inward

and spiritual grace of Baptism.

In our new birth in Baptism, then, we are united

unto Christ our spiritual Head ; we become members
of that Body (the Church), of which Christ is the

head.^

And notice now the importance and absolute ne-

cessity of Baptism. Our Lord's command was, " Go
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost."^ And in every instance recorded in the

Acts of the Apostles of persons being converted to the

Christian faith, we find that the first duty enjoined

upon them, was invariably to receive the baptismal

rite,—their first step was always to he baptized.* And
so we confess in the Catechism that baptism is " gen-

erally necessary to salvation."

1 Acts xxii. 16.

2 Ephes. i. 22, 23, v. 30; Col. i. 18; 1 Cor. vl. 15, xii. 27,
s Matt, xxviii. 19. » See Acts ii. 88, 41, viil. 12, 38, Ix. 18, x. 47,
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As regards the baptizing of infants^ we believe

this to have been the custom from the earliest times.

As God was pleased to bring Jewish children into

covenant with Himself at the age of eight days/ so,

we doubt not, it is pleasing to Him to receive Christian

children in their infancy, and to embrace them in the

arms of his mercy. God will not, we may well sup-

pose, do less for Christian children than He was wont

to do for the children of the people of Israel. It is

sometimes argued that there is no plain, positive, direct

command in Holy Scripture enjoining us to bring in-

fants to holy Baptism. No ! perhaps there is not any

such command. And why ? Because none such was
required. When the earliest Christians, who were

Jewish converts, brought their childi-en to be received

into God's family through the waters of Baptism, they

were only doing what they had ever been accustomed

to do under the old law, which ordered infants to be

brought into covenant with God by circumcision. The
very silence, indeed, of Scripture on the subject is a

proof that the baptizing of infants was the custom of

the Apostles in the Christian Church, as the circumcis-

ing of infants had been the custom in the Jewish

Church. Had any change taken place in respect to the

age at which persons might be admitted into covenant

with God, some notice of such change must have been

given, and some new rule have been laid down by the

Apostles. The absence of any such rule is proof

enough that no change at all was contemplated.

If it be asked, " How can infants be capable of re-

ceiving God's grace?" it may at once be answered,

» Gen. xvii. 12.
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" that if infants can be liable to God's anger (as tliey

most surely can, since they are born in sin and are

children of wrath)/ they may certainly become par-

takers of God's mercy."

That our blessed Saviour was baptized at the age of

thirty is no argument against infant baptism. Our
Lord's baptism does not bear upon the question in

any way whatever. Baptism, as a Christian Sacrament

and as a means of grace, had not then been instituted.

Baptism, as then used among the Jews, was merely

an outward ceremony whereby the necessity of inward

purification was acknowledged, and the desire for such

purification expressed. This outward ceremony, thus

familiarized to the minds of the people, Christ was

pleased to take (and where could a more fitting one

be found ?) and to raise it, just before his ascension

into heaven, to the dignity of a Christian Sacrament,

appointing it to be used in the place of circumcision ;

—

the very change from the bloody rite of circumcision

to the milder ceremony of baptizing aptly setting forth

the unspeakably great change which was now about to

take place, in the substitution of the merciful covenant

of the Gospel of peace for the sternness and severity

of the Law of Moses. But at the time of our Lord's

baptism this change had not taken place. At that

time the law of Moses was still in force ; and the rite

in which God's people were received into covenant

with Him was not baptism but circumcision, which
circumcision Christ duly received at the age of eight

days." To ground any. argu\uent, therefore, against

infant baptism on the fact of our Lord having been

»P8.11. 5; Eph.ii. 8. 2 Luke ii. 21.
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baptized when he was thirty years of age, must bo

altogether erroneous/

1 In Christian Baptism, be it remembered, we are grafted into

Christ's Body, as St, Paul declares (1 Cor. xii. 13), "By one Spirit are

we all baptized into one body ;" but there could not have been any

Baptism into Christ's Body before our Lord's ascension, since that

Body had not then any being : not till after Christ's ascension and upon
the descent of the Holy Ghost did the Church (which is Christ's Body)
begin to exist. Our Saviour, during His life on earth, speaks of the

Church oifuture, "On this rock I will build My Church" (Matt. xvi.

IS). And it was not till after the ascension of Christ and the gift of

the Holy Spirit, tliat the Church's life began, or that it could be said,

" The Lord added unto the Church daily such as should be saved."

Acts ii. 47.

4



CHAPTER V.

THE BAPTISMAL YOAV : REPENTANCE.

F baptized in onr

infancy, w'e were

then joined unto

Christ our spirit

nal Head ; and at

that time we, as

was most fitting

that we should

do, pledged our-

selves (our god-

parents speaking

on our behalf)

to God's service.

Oui* god-parents

then promised in our name three things, which may
be shortly summed up under the three heads, Kepent-

ance, Faith, Obedience.

First, they promised that we should renounce the

devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity of this

wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh. And
we make the same promises in substance for ourselves,

when baptized as adults.

Notice first, and learn from the following passages of

Scripture the real existence and the personality of
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Satan: Gen. iii. 1; 1 Chron. xxi. 1; Job i. 6; Matt
iv. 1-10 ; Mark iv. 15 ; Luke xxii. 8

; Acts v. 3 ; James
iv. 7; 1 Pet. v. 8; 1 John iii. 8; Matt. viii. 28-33;
Mark. ix. 17-27.

It is necessary for us to know that Satan is a real

person, in order that we maj constantly remember
that we have a real, positive enemy to fight against.

St. Paul says, "We wrestle not against flesh and
blood ;"^ not against any man in a visible body, " but

against spiritual wickedness in high places ;" that is,

against wicked spirits, whom we cannot see with our

eyes, but who yet are ever near us, having their place

in the air around us. How often are persons suddenly

assailed with temptation, they know not how ! Wicked
thoughts are put into their minds ; wicked desires are

presented to them
;

sinful imaginations are suggested

to them. These things come from Satan. Some sins

are in a peculiar sense works of the devil, such as

tempting others to commit sin, sneering at and ridi-

culing what is good, persecuting in any way those who
are trying to lead holy and Christian lives, and endeav-

oring to make them as bad as ourselves; or such

again, as pride, lying, blasphemy, disobedience, and

evil tempers, which may end in murder.

In some sense aU sins are works of the devil, as St.

John says in his Epistle, " He that committeth sin is of

the devil ; for the devil sinneth from the beginning ;'"

but the sins just mentioned do spring especially from

the temptations of the Evil One, from that Evil One,

to be delivered from whose power we pray when we
say, as we do in the Lord's Prayer, " Deliver us from

evil." See how St. Paul teaches us to withstand this

1 Eph. vi. 12, a 1 John iii. 8.
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spiritual enemy, Eplies. vi. 10-18
; see, too, St. Peter's

words, 1 Pet. v. 8 ; and St, James's, James iv. 7.

Secondly, mark how Holy Scripture speaks of that

world, which, with its pomps and vanity, we promise

to renounce; 1 John ii. 15-17; James iv. 4; Rom.
xii. 2 ; Matt. xiii. 22.

" The things which are seen are temporal,'" says

St. Paul. The world consists partly in these tempor-

al, visible things, which are all around as ; things

which belong to time, not to eternity ; to this life, not

to the next ;
" things on the earth"* on which we are

constantly tempted to set our affections, rather than

on those unseen eternal things which are " above."

This " world'' with its " pomps" (that is, things which
make a great outward show), and " vanity " (that is,

things which do not last, which soon pass away, and

are lost to us forever ; or things which are unprofit-

able, which are productive of no real, good, things

which mislead, and deceive, and disappoint us), we are

to renounce.

We cannot choose out certain things, and assert

positively that all these are among the pomps and vani-

ty of this wicked world which every Christian must
equally avoid, if he would be saved ; because there

are many things in this world which, while they may
be safely and properly used by some persons, would

prove to others dangerous in the extreme, injurious to

their Christian character, and hurtful to their souls.

For instance, if a woman in a very humble rank of

life were to deck herself .out in a dress of silk, or if

a man in an inferior station were to drive about in a

very handsome carriage, this, in their cases, would be

» 2 Cor. iv. IS. 2 Col. iii. 2.
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pomp ; whereas these very self-same things might he

done innocently bj persons in a different position.

It can only be said generally, that anything which is

unfitted to and unbecoming in that station of life unto

which it has pleased God to call ns ; any thing which

will be likely to foster in us a spirit of pride, or self-

conceit, or vain-glory ; any thing which will destroy in

us that Christian humility, that " meek and quiet spirit

which is, in the sight of God, of great price,"^ must
be reckoned among those pomps of this world which
a servant of God must renounce.

And let it be observed here with respect to different

stations in life
; that it is wrong to regard such differ-

ences as some necessary evil connected with man's

fallen state in this life, an evil which shall be corrected

and cease to exist in the kingdom of heaven. The tyr-

anny, the selfishness, the oppression, the cruelty, the

pride, which too often spring oiit of these differences

through man's corruption and perversity ; the grinding

covetousness of the rich; the idle, intemperate, and
improvident habits of the poor, which produce the

bitterness of want—these all are miserable evils in-

deed ; but the differences in rank and station them-
selves are not an evil, since these are of God's own ap-

pointment, and are intended to foster such Christian

qualities as humility and obedience, charity and self-

denial.

Nor is this difference of rank and position confined

to this world only
; a like difference exists in all God's

universe: "There is one glory of the sun, and an-

other " and a feebler "glory of the moon, and another

glory of the stars ; for one star differeth from another

» Pet. iii. 4.

4*
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star ill glory."^ And yet all are unspeakably glorious.

A like distinction exists around God's seat in heaven
;

there are angels and archangels, there are ''thrones"

and "dominions," there are "principalities" and

"powers/" These happy spirits are diverse in their

ranks and orders, but yet all perfect in their bliss. A
like difference shall exist hereafter among the com-

panies of the blessed ; when for some it is prepared to

sit on God's right hand and on his left ; for some to

approach the nearer to that glorious presence where

are pleasures for evermore ; for some to be adorned

with a more " radiant coronet, all gemmed with pure

and living light ;" for others a smaller share of glory.

But for all, happiness ; for all, though they thus differ,

happiness infinite, past understanding, eternal. It is

true beyond all questioning, that men's positions here-

after will be widely altered. The distinctions arising

from wealth, or noble birth, or powers of mind, or

strength of body, will no longer exist. "There are

last" now "which shall be first" hereafter; "and
there are first" in this life " which shall be last"^ in

the life to come. But yet these very words of Christ

Himself, this very mention of some being " first" here-

after, and some "last," must prove that there will be

differences in the future life. And is not this the rea-

son why envy, jealousy, covetousness, and the like

miserable tempers are to be so carefully checked with-

in ourselves ? It is not only because they must render

us unhappy, wretched, and discontented in this life
;

but (which is of far greater importance) because such

tempers cherished here, and so becoming part of our

characters hereafter, tempers ai'isingfrom the sight of

» Cor. XV. 41. 2 Col. i. 16. » Luke xiiL 80.
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OUT fellow-men''s suiwrior advantages^ must render us

unfit to enjoy the liolj peace, and love, and calm con-

tent of heaven.

Or, again (to return to our subject), with regard to

the question, " How far may we innocently and with-

out fear join in the pleasures and amusements (which

in some sense may be reckoned among the vanities)

of the world ? No answer can be given which will

equally well apply to all persons. It can only again

be said generally, that any thing which draws away

our hearts from God ; any thing which makes us less

able to pray and less willing to seek God's presence
;

any thing which unduly hinders the discharge of our

known and acknowledged duties and renders. us less

active in God's service, must be considered dangerous

and unfitted for a Christian. To learn what really

hurts our souls, and in what we may lawfully and in-

nocently indulge ourselves, is a part of that Christian

watchfulness in which each individual is bound to ex-

ercise himself.

But the "world" means more than "things tempo-

ral," "things on the earth" around us. The world,

our world, consists too in all those wicked, ungodly,

irreligious people whom we meet, with whom we are

mixed up in the daily intercourse of this life, and

whose bad examples may lead us astray. One great

danger which besets all Christians, especially young

Christians, arises from the evil influence of these

worldly people. We are tempted to do as other

people do; we are afraid of appearing singular, and

diflferent from other people ; we fear the ridicule and
taunts to which we may be subjected if we act up
strictly to what we consider right ; it is easier to fol-
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low the W.1V of the world than to take our own line,

the line which Holy Scripture perhaps points out, and

which our own conscience approves. It is very hard

to be laughed at, and looked down upon, and thought

poor and mean-spirited, or to be misunderstood by
those whom we love, be.cause we do not rule our con-

duct by the fashion of the world ; because we dress per-

haps more simply, or because we refuse to join in gaye-

ties and amusements in which other people will indulge,

or because we are stricter in the choice of our friends

and companions, or are more careful in our observance

of the Lord's Day, or are humbler, less selfish, and of

a more forgiving spirit than others. But we are to

remen:il)er that every soldier of Jesus Christ is called

upon to "endure hardness."^ This very hardness may
be that "cross" which we must bear after Christ, if

we would be counted worthy of Him.^ We remember,
too, how Christ has said, "Whosoever shall confess

Me before men, him will I confess also before My
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall

deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My
Father which is in heaven."^ And in our case, very

often, this confessing or denying Christ may consist in

our either disregarding or our complying with the

ways and opinions of this wicked world, and thus

either abiding by or neglecting Christ's rule of holi-

ness. We know, moreover, that we are forbidden to

" follow a multitude to do evil;"^ we are not to follow

tJie example of other persons, if these be ungodly

;

and the only rule or standard by which we may safely

direct and judge our lives and conduct is the will of

God declared to us in Holy Scripture.

i 2 Tim. ii. 3. 2 Matt. x. 33. « Matt. x. 82. • Exod. xxiii. 2.
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Thirdly, we are to renounce the sinful lusts of the

flesh, that is, the sinful desires or wishes to which we
are prompted through our bodily appetites and inclina-

tions. The flesh is the enemy within us. While the

devil and the world are from withoiit^ our fleshly lusts

and appetites are traitors within^ which war against

the soul, and over which we have to keep the strictest

watch. To keep our bodies under, to bring our un-

ruly appetites into subjection, to restrain our foolish,

sinful, self-indulgent inclinations, to be severe with

ourselves, self-denying, moderate in all things, sober,

chaste, "not slothful in business, fervent in spirit," to

keep watch over our wandering eyes, over our imruly

tongues, over our angry tempers, to repress the pride,

and self-conceit, and haughtiness of spirit, and dis-

obedience to which we are all too prone,—in all this

consists the life-long struggle which Christians must

maintain. "The flesh lusteth against the spirit, and

the spirit against the flesh ; and these are contrary the

one to the other."^ To subdue the flesh and to cherish

the holy influences which the Spirit of God would im-

part to our spirits, is the great work for which we
live.'* It matters not to enlarge upon the works of

the flesh : they are plainly and unmistakably declared

to us,' and the sentence is evidently pronounced, " They
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of

God."

Only observe here how St. Paul classes together sing

about which men often think so diflerently, and how
he pronounces the same sentence against them all. It

is not only of them who are guilty of murder and
drunkenness, and such heinous offences against God's

1 Gal. V. 17, 2 Eora. viii. 5-9. s Gal v. 19-21.
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law, that the Apostle declares that they who do such

things shall be banished forever from God's presence

hereafter, but of them also who give way to hatred

and wrath and strife—sins of which men think but

little, of which they speak lightly, regarding them as

only natural infirmities, and hardly believing, perhaps,

that such trifling sins (as they would call them) can

aftect their soul's salvation. And yet upon one and all

of these sins of the flesh the same sentence of eternal

wo is equally pronounced ; even as St. James says,

" Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend

in one point, he is guilty of all."^ AVe who have be-

come God's children and heirs of His glorious king-

dom in heaven are to renounce these sinful lusts of the

flesh, on pain of forfeiting our sonship and losing the

promised inheritance for all eternity.

' James ii. 10.



CHAPTER VI.

THE BAPTISMAL VOW I FAITH.

E promise) in the

second place, to

believe all the

articles of the

Christian faith.

These articles, or

different parts, of

the Christian faith

we find summed
up in the Creed

or Creeds.

1. The Apos-

tles' Creed ; so

called, not perhaps from its having been actually

written or drawn up by the Apostles themselves, but

simplyfrom its containing those points ofdoctrine which,

from the earliest apostolic times, were ever enforced

as necessary to be believed. 2. The Nicene Creed, in

which are embodied those opinions which, at the great

Council of NicEea (held a.d. 325), were declared to be

the truth and the teaching of the Church. Besides

the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds, contained in our

American Prayer-book, the English Prayer-book has

3. The
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Athanasian Creed, named after the eminent defender

of the faith, St. Athanasius, though of a later age.

To the use of this last-mentioned (Athanasian) Creed,

there are sometimes objections made. Persons ima-

gine it to be uncharitable in its declarations. This

Creed commences thus: "Whosoever will be saved^

before all things it is necessary that he bold the Cath-

olic faith. Which faith except every one do keep

whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish

everlastingly." And it concludes with these words

:

" This is the Catholic faith, which except a man be-

lieve faithfully he cannot be saved," These declara-

tions are objected to, as being harsh and uncharitable.

But surely this is a mistaken notion. The words of

the Creed are, in fact, little else than the words of our

Lord Himself. The Creed says, Except a man believe

the Catholic faith, "he cannot be saved," and "shall

perish everlastingly :" Christ says, " He that believeth

not, shall be damned,"^ This creed, then, in its state-

ment, merely repeats our Lord's own declaration.

There can be nothing uncharitable in this. The words

are simply used as a grave warning, solemnly remind-

ing members of the Church of what the fatal con-

sequences to their own souls must be if they renounce

the essential doctrines of the Christian faith. (That

this Creed does set forth the true doctrines of the

Christian faith, and that there is nothing declared in

it which does not rest on the sure warrant of Holy

Scripture, may be most evidently proved. No objec-

tion, therefore, can be safely grounded upon the sup-

position that it is one thing to warn men, as our

Saviour does, of the danger of disbelieving the truth^

1 Mark xvi. 16.
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and another and a very different thing to denounce

men's rejection of the CTiurcK's statement and exposi-

tion of that triitTi. The language of this Creed only

warns men of the necessity of believing, on peril of

their soul's salvation, those things which may be most

surely and certainly proved from Holy Scripture.)

The words in this Creed to which persons object are

not intended as a general sentence passed upon all

unbelievers without exception ; they are, let it be said

again, solemn words of warning addressed to members

of the Churchy telling them, what St. Paul also has

already declared in words of terrible significancy, in

that passage where he speaks of men abandoning the

faith, that "it is impossible for those who were once

enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and

were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have

tasted the good word of Grod, and the powers of the

world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them

again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to them-

selves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open

shame."^ And certainly, in the giving such warning

there is neither harshness nor uncharity, but rather a

most true love and tenderness. Men require such

warning. There is ever a tendency in some men's

minds to underrate the value and importance of hold-

ing fast the truth and *' the form of sound words."*

Never more so than in these present days ! Men
seem now to forget that there is such a thing as " the

faith once delivered to the saints."^ They forget that

the truth does exist, fixed and unchangeable as God
Himself. They will fondly imagine that to be truth

which they delieve to be truth. They will conceive

1 Heb. vi. 4-(J. « 2 Tim. i. 13. » Jude 3.

5
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that it matters little what they do believe, so only that

they are sincere in their belief, and are fully persuaded

in their minds. For such persons the warning is most

surely necessary, then, that the truth does certainly

exist, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever—that

there are " principles of the doctrine of Christ,"*

which men are called on to believe ; and that Christ

Himself, Christ the fountain of all love and tenderness

and mercy, Christ has declared, "He that believeth

not, shall be damned."

The first great truth contained in the Creeds is the

doctrine of the Soly Trinity—that there is one God,

and that in this one Godhead there are three Persons

—the Fatlier, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Observe,

we do not declare or believe that these three great

Persons are one Person. That w^ould be a contradic-

tion. But we aifirm and believe that the three holy

Persons are one God. They are one in sulstance. By
substance we understand that which God is^ that

which "forms the Divine essence or being." God the

Son and God the Holy Ghost are what God the Father

is. " Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such

is the Holy Ghost. In this Trinity none is afore or

after other ; none is greater or less than another. But

the whole three persons are coeternal together, and

coequal."'* This is one great mystery of the Christian

faith, a mystery which we cannot fully understand

indeed, but which we are called upon to accept and

believe because Holy Scripture teaches it plainly.

1 Heb. vi. 1.

2 " As there is a number in the Trinity, by which the Persons are

neither more nor less than three; so there is also an order, by which,

of these Persons, the Father is the first, the Son the second, and tlie

Holy Ghost the third. Nor is tliis order arbitrary or external, but in-
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Observe, that our not understanding a thing is no
suflScient argument against its truth, or against our

accepting and believing it. Facts around us in this

life will abundantly prove thus much. For instance,

to a child the simplest processes ih nature may be un-

intelligible ;—the growth of plants from seed, the won-
derful effects of heat and cold, the motions of the

earth, these all may be beyond its power of under-

standing. Are these things therefore less true and
certain? Or will the child give less credit to their

being true because it cannot comprehend them ? Or
again, to the minds of the ignorant and less perfectly

instructed the commonest elements of science will be

liidden and unfathomable secrets. But will the facts,

then, of chemistry or electricity, or the laws of gravi-

tation, things perfectly intelligible to the more highly

cultivated intellects, will these be less true because

they are beyond the understanding of the ignorant ?

Or, would the ignorant themselves reject things which

are plain through their effects^ because they cannot

fathom the causes which produce them ? In like man-

ternal and necessary, by virtue of a subordination of the second unto

the first, and of the third unto the first and second. The Godhead was
communicated from the Father to the Son, not from the Son unto the

Father ; though therefore this were done from all eternity, and so

there can be no priority of time, yet there must be acknowledged a

priority of order, by which the Father, not the Son, is first, and the

Son, not the Father, second. Again, the same Godhead was communi-
cated by the Father and the Son unto the Holy Ghost, not by the

Holy Ghost to tRe Father or the Son ; though therefore this was also

done from all eternity, and therefore can admit of no priority in refer-

ence to time
;
yet that of order must be here observed ; so that the

Spirit receiving the Godhead from the Father, who is the first Person,

cannot be the first ; receiving the same from the Son, who is the sec-

ond, cannot be the second ; but being from the first and second must

bo of the three the third."—P^arswi on the Creed.
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ner we may ask, Are the mysteries of God's kingdom

to be rejected and disbelieved because tlie feeble in-

tellect of man cannot grasp and understand them?

No ! "We may not be able to comprehend the hidden

things of God, things which may pass man's under-

standing; but we may believe them none the less

confidently with a simple unhesitating faith. It need

only concern us to inquire whether these things are

or are not revealed in Holy Scripture ; if they are

there declared to us, we may receive them without

a moment's doubting or suspicion.

As regards this great mystery of the Holy Trinity,

we find it stated clearly and unmistakably in Holy
Scripture. Thus, that God is one is declared in

Bent. vi. 4, and repeated Mark xii. 29. That in this

one Godhead there are three Persons, is evident from

Matt. iii. 16. (Here the three great Persons are pres-

ent together, God the Father in the Voice which said,

"This is My beloved Son;" God the Son in fashion as

a man being baptized ; God the Holy Ghost " descend-

ing like a dove.") Again from St. Matt, xxviii. 19,

and from 2 Cor. xiii. 14.

That these three holy Persops are separate and

distinct in person, although they are one in substance,

is certain, because ice can affirm something about each

of them which we may not and cannot affirm of the

others. Thus, of God the Father we can say, that Ho
is made of none, neither jcreated, nor begotten, nor
proceeding ; of God the Son we can say, that He is

not made, nor created, nor proceeding, but He is be-

gotten ;* of God the Holy Ghost we can say that He is

not made, nor created, nor begotten, lut proceeding?

1 John i. 14, 18, iii. 16. £ Ibid. sv. 26.
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Notice also in John xiv. 26, xv. 26, that the Holy-

Ghost is sent, by the Father, in the name of the Son

(in the first passage), and by the Son from the Father

(in the second passage) : thus is there one Person sent^

one from whom He is sent, one J)y whom He is sent.

These, then, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,

are three Persons, but their substance, their Godhead
is one : the Father is God, the Son is God, and the

Holy Ghost is God.

That the Son is God we learn from John i. 1, 14, x.

30; Phil. ii. 6; Tit. ii. 13; John xx. 31 ; Rev. i. 8, 11,

IT, 18, xxii. 13.

Eemember here, that when our Lord says, "My
Father is greater than I ;"^ or when in another passage

He declares, "But of that day and that hour kuoweth
no man; no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither

the Son, but the Father,'"—when our Lord uses these

words. He speaks not then with reference to His

Godhead, but only with reference to His manhood.

He speaks not of Himself then as being God, but only

as being man. And so it is said in the Athanasian

Creed, that "Christ is equal to the Father as touching

His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching

His manhood."

The Godhead of the Holy Ghost we prove from

Acts V. 3, 4 ; Ps. Ixviii. 18 ; Eph. iv. 30 ; Matt. xii. 31,

32; 2 Cor. iii. 17; 1 Cor. ii. 10-13.

These three great Persons, then, the Father, and the

Son, and the Holy Ghost, are each God and Lord

;

yet they are not three Gods, but one God ; not three

Lords, but one Lord ; as it is declared, " The Lord our

God is one Lord.'"

» John xiv, 28. 2 Mark xiii. 32. ' lb. xii. 29.

5*
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Of these three great Persons we believe, 1. Of the

Father, that He is the Maker and Creator of all things

in heaven and earth ; of all things visible, things

which we see around us in the world and in the heav-

ens above ; and also of things invisible, such as the

unseen spirits, those good and evil angels, some of

whom are God's ministers, watching over the^n who
shall be heirs of salvation,' guardian angels of Christ's

little ones, always beholding the face of the Father

which is in heaven f others, fallen rebellious spirits,

going to and fro in the earth,^ whose miserable work it

is to tempt and deceive the children of men during

this present life, and at the last to be their accusers be-

fore the judgment-seat of God. Of God the Father

we also believe, as regards the redemption of man-
kind, that lie so truly and really loved the world,^ that

He gave His only-begotten Son to be the propitiation

for our sins.^ On account of His great love wherewith
He loved our ruined race, and for our redemption, the

Father could endure to behold the sufferings of His

only Son ; He could put Him to grief. He could see

of the travail of His soul," He could hear His voice in

the hour of death crying in a mysterious agony, " My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" This

could God the Father suffer for man's salvation, and

in this was manifested His surpassing love towards

us.'

2. Of the Son we believe that He, being in the form

of God, being God blessed forever, did yet humble

Himself to be born of the Virgin Mary,^ and to be

1 Heb, i. 14. 2 Matt xviil. 10. s job i. 7.

*Johniii. 16. ^ ijyim jy. 10. o isa. liii. in, 11.

MJobniv. 9. « Luke i. 31-:35.
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made in the likeness of men ; and that as a man He
led a life of poverty and humiliation," being " despised

and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted

with grief ;"^ and did at last bear our sins, and the pun-

ishment due to those sins, which was death
;
giving up

His life upon the cross, dying in our stead, that He
might redeem us from death ; enduring the unspeak-

able shame and agony of the cross, that we might re-

ceive the glories of God's kingdom and be exalted to

everlasting life. We believe, too, that after His death

upon the cross, while His sacred body was resting in

the grave. His soul (for Christ was a " perfect man, of

a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting") depart-

ed unto Paradise,^ and was there until the third day

;

upon which day** Christ rose again from the dead ; and

after having shown Himself alive, being seen of the

disciples forty days, and speaking of the things per-

taining to the kingdom of God,^ did ascend triumph-

antly into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of

God the Father, to be there our Mediator and Inter-

cessor,® until that day when He shall once more come
in power and great glory, and all the holy angels with

Him, to judge both the quick and the dead, and to

render to every man according to his works.^ This

we believe of God the Son.

3. Of God the Holy Ghost we believe, that He is

the Lord and Giver of life ; that he is God, coequal

and coeternal with God the Father and God the Son

;

that through Him, and through His divine working,

1 Matt. viii. 20; Luke viii. 3; Matt. xvii. 27; Luke vii, 44.

2 Isa. liii. 3. 3 Luke xxiii. 43. « 1 Cor. xv. 4.

5 Acts i. 3, 9. 6 Eom. viii. 34 ; 1 Pet. iii. 22 ; Heb. i. 3.
'' 2 Tim. iv. 1 ; Acts x. 42 ; Matt. xxv. 31, xvi. 27.
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our souls receive all spiritual life, and grace, and

strength. That as it is His first work in our baptism'

to graft us into Christ, in Whom is life,' so also is it

His divine work continually to preserve that holy union

between Christ and us, to foster, strengthen, and de-

velope in us that spiritual life which we have received

from Christ our Head. As Christ declares Himself to

be the Vine,^ we being the branches, so is the Holy

Spirit that life-giving sap which flows through all the

sacred tree, and gives to every branch its vigor,

strength, and fruitfulness. The Holy Ghost sanctifies

Christ's members day by day. He sanctifieth all the

people of God,

In the English Catechism, the expression is, "all the

elect people of God ;" and the phrase gives us an op-

portunity to observe that the word "elect" may bear

two meanings. It may refer, in its widest application,

to all those persons who in their baptism ore elected

to be members of Christ and children of God ; in

which case, when we say that the Holy Ghost sancti-

fieth, or makes holy, all the elect people of God, we
do not mean to assert that all baptized persons, are in-

deed sanctified more and more throughout their lives

by the Holy Ghost, but only that those among the bap-

tized wlio are lioly are made so by no power or natural

strength of their own, but only by the divine influence

of the Holy Ghost, who " worketh in them both to

will and to do of His good pleasure,"*

Secondly, the word " elect" may refei», in a more
confined sense, to the elect of the elect ; to those few

(out of the vast number who were once elected in

» 1 Cor. xii. 13, 9 John i. 4,

3 John XV. 1. •• Phil. ii. 13.
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their baptism to Gospel privileges) who have made
their " calling and election sure ;" to the " few chosen"

ones out of the "many called.'" And of these it is

declared, that thej, yielding themselves to the influ-

ences of the Holy Spirit, and not having received the

grace of God in vain, are daily sanctified more and

more ; they are " strengthened with might in the inner

man,'" they grow in grace, they become " holy in all

manner of conversation,"^ and at last are made meet to

be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light."*

The word "elect" will naturally lead us to that

doctrine of " election" which is so great a difliculty to

some persons' minds.

The simplest, and at the same time a perfectly

scriptural way of explaining the doctrine of election,

is this : We may believe that the election spoken of in

Holy Scripture is an election ?i(?^ to final salvation^hnt

to what is called in the Catechism " a state of salva-

tion,"—a state wherein we are made partakers of the

benefits of Christ's precious sacrifice, and wherein we
may attain, if we will attain, unto eternal life. It is

an election to a participation in the privileges and
blessings of the Gospel dispensation, which may lead

to our final salvation, or not, according to the use we
make of these inestimable benefits. This is not diffi-

cult to understand. We can see in the world around
us that some persons are elected unto Christianity

;

they are born of Christian parents, and of necessity,

and without any choice on their own parts, they be-

come Christians and sharers in the Gospel covenant

;

others are born of heathen parents, and by a like ne-

1 Matt. xxii. 14. 2 Eph. iii. 16.

3 1 Pet. i. 15. 4 Col. i. 12.
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cessitj (as far as we can see), are not elected to, but

are shut out from, Christian privileges. But this

electioh does not absolutely and positively decide^ how-

ever much it may influence^ their future state in eter-

nity ; because, as on the one hand, many persons born

to be Christians will certainly not inherit the king-

dom of heaven ; so, on the other hand, we may chari-

tably hope (and there is nothing in Scripture to forbid

the hope) that some persons, born into the darkness of

heathenism, will yet be saved hereafter, by being

made partakers of the benefits of Christ's death in

some manner and by some means not as yet revealed

to us. This perhaps is the best way of explaining the

doctrine of election.

But as some persons are not contented with this,

and as some will press the matter further, and imagine

that an election unto final salvation is spoken of in

Holy Scripture, and since from this opinion they often

draw the most dangerous conclusions, it may be well

to show further that the doctrine of an election to final

salvation is not inconsistent with the free oflers of sal-

vation to all men held out in so many passages of Holy

Scripture, and does not necessarily lead to the extreme

views which some persons erroneously draw from it.

The subject is a difficult one, but a little attention may
make it sufficiently intelligible.

St. Peter, in his first Epistle,' addresses the persons

to whom he writes as " elect according to the fore-

hioidedgc of God the Father ;" and this is the light in

which we should regard any election to final salvation,

as being simply a 2)cirt and a necessary consequence of

the great mystery of God^s forehiowledge. It is cer-

1 1 Pet. i. 2.
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tain, as St. Paul declares in the most unmistakable

language/ that it is the will and desire of God that

" all men should be saved, and come to the knowledge

of the truth ; but God, "Who seeth all things that were,

and are, and are to come—in whose sight " a thousand

years are as one day'"^—God, according to and by His

foreknowledge, seeth that some men will receive and

proJSt by His mercy, and that many will resist and dis-

appoint His divine wish ; that some, therefore, will in

the end be saved, but that many, despite his gracious

designs towards them, will after all turn away from

the knowledge of the truth, and at the last be ruined.

Foreseeing this, God speaks of that which He knows
will be as if it already were. He, Who (as St. Paul

says) "calleth those things which "be not as though

they were,'" speaks of future events—of facts which

future time shall develope, as though they were al-

ready existing and were some present part of His

providential dealings with mankind. God in his in-

finite knowledge viewing all things, whether past, or

present, or to come, from the same point of time,

anticipates that election which must take place at the

day of judgment, and speaks of it in His divine fore-

Tcnowledge as if it were already determined. The final

election is not really so made beforehand ; it hath not

at present any real substantial existence ; as yet it ex-

ists only in God's foreknowledge of what will be

hereafter. But since it does exist, so to say, in that

foreknowledge of the Almighty—since God foresees

and foreknows it, He can speak of it beforehand as if

it were already made and were in actual existence.

And in this only sense is it right to speak of any

1 1 Tim. ii 4. 22 Pet. iii. 8. s Rom. iv. 17.
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election to final salvation or final ruin. Such an elec-

tion is simply a part and a necessary consequence of

GoiVs divine foreknowledge. Taken in this sense, it

will harmonize easily with the merciful promises and

invitations held out by God to all men, and will not

give rise to those dangerous arguments and conclu-

sions which men have too often drawn from this doc-

trine.

The contemplation of the great and mysterious truth

of God's foreknowledge is not likely to lead us into

any erroneous views ; for this reason : that while we
confess the fact of God's foreknowledge, while we are

sure of its truth, yet at the same time we are equally

sure, on the other hand, that tins divine foreknowledge

has no direct or practical effect upon ourselves. We
may believe that God foreknows what will happen;

yet we believe quite as firmly—there is something

within us, some inward conviction which positively

assures us, that we are at the same time free to act as

we please. No one really doubts this. Take a case

in point. God foreknew who at this time would listen

to the voice of conscience and perform their duty in

coming forward to present themselves for Confirma-

tion. God also knows who will give earnest diligence

now to their preparation for Confirmation, and so un-

dertake this solemn duty in a fitting frame of mind

;

He knows, too, who will be careless and ungodly, and

so lose the blessing which is offered. And yet no one

doubts that all had the power of choosing, and were

free to choose, what they would do; no one doubts

that all may either be idle and indifferent about this

matter, or sincere and earnest ; no one believes that

lecause God forehiew what they were about to do,



THE BAPTISMAL VOW : FAITH. 61

therefore they wQve forced to act either in one way or

another ; every one feels, and is most certainly con-

vinced, that he was and is free to do as his own heart

inclines him.

We may say the same thing about election. God
knows who will be saved, and who will be lost ; and

yet we may be quite sure that God's foreknowledge

does not in any way influence our election, which will

be decided by nothing else than the strictest laws of

justice, truth, holiness, and mercy. However difficult,

therefore, however absolutely impossible even, it may
be to our reason to reconcile the two facts, that God
certainly foreknows what will happen, and that yet

men are free to act as they will ; still, despite the dif-

ficulty, we can believe and be positively certain of the

truth of both statements. And so whatever may bo

said and allowed about God's foreknowledge, we feel

that it is a difficulty which in no way affects us prac-

tically. It is a mystery, the explanation of which we
can patiently await in another world.

And now to return to the subject of the Holy Trin-

ity. We believe also of the Holy Ghost, that it has

been through His divine inspiration and under His di-

recting influence that the Holy Scriptures have been

written.^

And here let some few words be said about the in-

spiration of Holy Scripture.

We are to believe of Holy Scripture that it is di-

vinely and miraculously inspired. How the sacred

writers were inspired it is not necessary for us to in-

quire, and it would be unwise to attempt to give any

explanation of that which God has not been pleased to

1 2 Pet i. 21 ; 2 Tim. iii. 16 ; John xiv. 26, xvi. 13.

6
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reveal. IIoio far the Scriptures are inspired, in

what degree, to what extent, is a more important ques-

tion. On this point we are to remember, that the

Holy Scriptures were not written entirely from the

dictation of God, and by men acting simply as the

mouthpiece of the Almighty, as did Moses when it

was said unto him, " Write thou these words ; for after

the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with

thee and with Israel."^ The Scriptures were written

by men compassed to some degree with human in-

jBrmities, and expressing themselves very often in their

own imperfect language. The sacred writers were
" moved" by the Divine influence, but they were not

so overruled on all occasions by the Holy Spirit as that

the style of writing and habit of thought natural and

peculiar to them was interfered with or destroyed.

The peculiarities of each writer were preserved
; and

thus we may recognize and allow in the sacred writ-

ings the existence of two elements: 1. The Divine

inspiration ; 2. The human mind and style of expres-

sion. We cannot draw any line, and say in all cases.

Here the Divine influence is apparent, and there the

imperfect expressions of man are recognizable. We
can only affirm generally, 1. That in every case the

sacred writers, while using such words and expressions

as were natural to them, were preserved from all errors

in things divine ; 2. That they were directed to tlie

statement of all necessary truth ; 3. That in many
cases, perhaps, and whenever the use of particular

words and expressions might be of importance, they

wore miraculously directed to the use of such particu-

lar words.
1 Exod. xxxiv. 27.
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It must be quite clear that the importance of the

exact words and expressions used must be of yery

different value in different passages of Scripture. For

instance, when recording some historical event, it

would not, perhaps, be important whether the facts

were expressed in one set of words or in another ; the

only important thing would be, that the record of the

events should be correct. Here, then, we may believe

that the writer should be left to the selection of his

own words, and that the Divine influence would be

only exercised in a general way to direct him into all

truth. But where some vital doctrine was to be taught,

—where something was to be stated which is necessary

for man's salvation to be believed, there we may very

well suppose that not only a general, but a particular

inspiration did enlighten the writer's mind, and that

he was guided to the use of those exact and particular

words which were needful.

Thus should we believe of Holy Scriptm-e ; and let

us not be turned from this belief by any skeptical ar-

guments which we may hear around us.

Let some few warnings, moreover, be added on this

subject.

We hear very much said in these days about the

discoveries of science contradicting the statements of

Holy Scripture. Bear in mind, then, first, that the

object and intention of Holy Scripture is to teach us

of heavenly, spiritual things, and not of earthly things.

It need not, therefore, really be any matter of wonder
to us, if in some things relating purely and entirely to

this world we find the sacred writers expressing them-

selves according to the commonly received opinions of

their own age, rather than in accordance with the
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more enlarged information of later times. Even if it

be a fact that the statements of inspired writers are in

some particulars at variance with the scientific dis-

coveries of later days, this need neither surprise us

nor cause us any uneasiness, because Scripture icas not

written to teach us of earthly^ 'but of heavenly things ;

and therefore it might very well accord with the wis-

dom of God to permit men to write with an ordinary

intelligence about things earthly, while they wrote

with an extraordinary and miraculous inspiration

about things heavenly.

But observe, secondly, that it is by no means cer-

tain (very far from it indeed !) nor is it to be allowed,

that Holy Scripture and the sound discoveries of

science do contradict each other in the slightest degree.

It may possibly be the case that the interpretation

w^hich persons have been accustomed to put upon

Scripture, may be at variance with the recent dis-

coveries of scientific men. But that is a very dif-

ferent thing from science contradicting Scripture itself.

Our interpretation of Scripture may be w^rong; we
may be mistaken as to the time meaning of many pas-

sages in Holy Scripture, and the discoveries of science

may lead us to a closer examination and to a correc-

tion of these erroneous views. Mistaken opinions as

to the meaning of Scripture have undoubtedly been

held in former ages. The same thing may be proved

against us in these days. Thus much may be readily

enough conceded. But it is one thing to admit that

science may contradict our commonly received inter-

pretation of Scripture, and another, and a very dif-

ferent thing, to allow that the discoveries of scientific

men do contradict the Word of God itself
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This last has not as yet been proved, and probably

never will be.

Observe, again, that these scientific discoveries are

to be received with very considerable jealousy and

caution ; and are not by any means to be admitted

hastily as being perfectly correct. Men may be very

clever and learned, but after all, may they not in some
instances prove themselves to be only blind leaders

of the blind ? "With most subjects they are very im-

perfectly acquainted, their so-called facts are often

little else than mere guesses at the truth, and it is

positively certain that there are many laws and prin-

ciples of nature about which men are as yet absolutely

in the dark. And these great principles, when re-

vealed by God to men's minds, and when perfectly

understood, may so alter the whole aspect of affairs,

that possibly a hundred years hence these points,

which are now so stoutly insisted on and declared to

be facts, may be proved to be nothing else than human
errors.

Or, again, we hear of contradictions in Holy Scrip-

ture itself; men complain that the statements of one

passage in the Bible are at variance with the state-

ments of another. On this head it might very fairly

be answered, that the instances brought forward of

such contradictions are in reality so trifling and so un-

important as to prove little else than that the Scriptures

are what they profess to be—viz., the testimonies to the

truth of many independent witnesses ; and thus these

very contradictions would tend rather to strengthen

than to weaken the authority of the Bible. But in

fact, many of these pretended contradictions have been

satisfactorily reconciled, and these objections snfficient-

6*
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ly answered time after time, and doubtless a fuller

knowledge on some points, and a more certain infor-

mation about the subjects treated of, would enable us

to set at rest forever the very last existing difficulty.

Let it be remembered, too, that though ice do not

happen to be able ourselves to explain some difficulty

or to answer some objection, that is no reason why
persons better informed may not be able to do so.

Our not being able to explain some difficult point does

not prove that no explanation is to be found, or that

none can be given. The opponents of Holy Scripture^

are not always candid enough to admit that the diffi-

culties which they are presenting to us have been met

and reasonably explained over and over again. They

will constantly advance the same arguments as if they

were perfectly unanswerable, and urge the same diffi-

culties as if they were allowed to be inexplicable; and

thus tliey Avill too often perplex and disturb the minds

of the unstable and ill-informed.

We do not now hear for the first time an outcry

against the inspiration of the Scriptures ; the same has

been raised again and yet again in years gone by, and

still the Scriptures have survived these fierce attacks,

they still hold their place in the hearts and minds of

holy men, and are still regarded as being the sacred

depositories of all truth ; yea^ the very Word of God
Himself

As such let us ever faithfully regard them.

And while we are diligent in the study of our Bible,

while we read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest these

Holy Scriptures, let us pray that we may ever be able

to delight ourselves in God's "testimonies," and to

declare with our whole heart, " How sweet are Thy
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words unto mj taste : yea, sweeter than honej unto

mj mouth."^

Next, we express our belief in tlie " Holy Catholic

Church," in that Church which is holy because Christ

its Head is holy, because the Spirit which sanctifies it

is holy, because holiness is the profession of all its

members. This holy Church is catholic, or universal.

The Jewish Church was confined to one peculiar peo-

ple; the Christian Chm-ch is to be spread abroad

throughout the whole world. '^ This holy Church is

one. As there is but one Head, which is Christ ; so

is there but one Body, which is the Church. But as

there are many members in one body (the whole to-

gether forming one body), or many branches in one

tree (the whole together forming one tree), so are

there, in some sense, many Churches, many bodies of

Christians, each of which may be called a Church (as

St. Paul says, "The Churches of Christ salute you'"),

different branches of the one true Church of Christ.

Upon these various branches, however, is urged the

necessity of "holding the faith in unity of spirit, and
in the bond of peace."* And so our Lord's solemn

prayer for His Church is, " That they all may be

one."^

It may be asked, By what marks are we to know a

true branch of Christ's Church ? By these. A true

Church will be "continuing steadfastly (as did the

early Christians^) in the Apostles' doctrine and fellow-

ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." If,

1 Ps. cxix 103, 2 Matt. xxiv. 14. 3 Kom. xvi. 16.
* See 1 Cor. i. 10; 2 Tim. i. 13; 1 Tim. vi. 3-5; Pvom. xvi. IT; 1

Cor. xii. 12-27 ; Eph. iv. 3-6.
s John xvii. 20-23. a Acts ii. 42.
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in any company, therefore, of Christians professing to

be a Church, the doctrine taught be not the doctrine

of the Apostles, or if the sacraments be not duly ad-

ministered among them by ministers laicfully called

and rightly ordained^ a body so constituted may not

be considered a true, sound branch of Christ's Church.

Here the question meets us, How far, as touching

our soul's salvation, is it necessary to belong to a true

and pure branch of Christ's holy Church? The ques-

tion cannot be answered positively. We cannot de-

clare with certainty how much of the whole truth is

necessary to man's salvation. We can only say that

any departure from the truth must be dangerous ; any

departure from the truth separates us from some pre-

cious help and safeguard, weakens some wholesome

restraint, loses us some grace, and makes the work of

acquiring such a holy and Christian character, as shall

fit us for heaven, more and more difficult. We can

only point out to men, that for those who hold the en-

tire truth, and who hold that truth in righteousness,

there is a certainty of salvation ; but it is not for us

to take upon ourselves the office of judges, or to pro-

nounce sentence upon them who differ from us in their

appreciation of that truth.

As regards the Church of England, or the Episcopal

Church in the United States, each is the one true

branch of Christ's Catholic Church in her country

;

and we would lovingly persuade all others who may
have separated from her to join her pure communion,

for we believe that all who live godly and Christian

lives according to her rule shall certainly be saved.

But further than this we may not go, either to the one

hand or to the other. At the end it shall be known



THE BAPTISMAL VOW : FAITH. 69

fully who are God's people, and who shall hear the

fearful words, " Depart from Me : I never knew
you."^

This, however, may be added, and this warning

should be given ; that if any man who is fully per-

suaded in his own mind of the truth of the Church's

teaching, does deliberately, from some inferior motive,

from pride, or pique, or self-interest, or the like, aban-

don the Church and join himself to some one of the

many sects, he must do so at the very serious risk (to

say the least) of his soul's salvation. It is not to be

forgotten that there is such a sin as the sin of schism

—a sin very gravely spoken about in Holy Scripture :

"heresies," be it remembered, are numbered by St.

Paul^ among those sins of the flesh which must shut

men out from any inheritance in the kingdom of God,

and the connection between schism and heresy is, in

many instances, very dangerously close.^ It behooves

men, therefore, to examine themselves, and to see

whether they are guiltless in the sight of God in this

respect. We may not constitute ourselves their judges

;

but they are called upon to judge themselves,^ that

they may escape the judgment of God hereafter.

Many men forget the important truth, that we must as

1 Matt. vii. 23. 2 Ga!. v. 20.

3 Heresy (which is derived from a Greek word signifying " choice")

is a wilful adoption of opinions which are contrary to the teaching of

the Apostles and the universal Church. Schism (which signifies "di-

vision") is separating one's self from the communion of the Church on
account of some variance in matters of faith or practice. Schism and
heresy, in too many cases, follow unavoidably each on the other's

steps. One guilty of heresy usually becomes a schismatic. And it is

scarcely possible for a schismatic to avoid heresy in either a less or

greater degree.

* 1 Corrxi.31.
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certainly answer for the faults and errors of our mind
and intellect, as we must be judged for the sins pro-

duced of our fleshy lusts and appetites.

One other remark may be made,—which is this

:

there may be cases, there certainly have been cases,

wherein from some unhappy circumstances,—from lack

of church accommodation, or what not,—persons have

imited themselves to some other body of professed

Christians. But in such cases the want of communion
with the Church should be regarded as a serious mis-

fortune
; and whenever the oppoi'tunity offers^ when the

hindrance is removed, persons should feel it to be their

lounden duty to retuTii at once to the Church,

With what feelings, indeed, should men regard their

Chm'ch ? Should it not be with the deepest love and

reverence ? We love all else that men count dear.

Who does not love his home and his own fireside?

Why, then, is there no corresponding feeling for our

Church and for our name of Churchmen? Is that

place nothing to us, where first we were presented un-

to Christ and first called Christians, infants as we
were, fresh from the Baptismal waters? Have those

walls no tender place within our memories which wit-

ness to our Confirmation vows, and which shall ever

hereafter remind us of that solemn hour when, with

high hopes and expectations and with hearts that burn-

ed within us, we did solemnly dedicate ourselves, our

souls and bodies, to the service of our God? Has
that quiet resting-place no claim upon our love, where

sleep the ashes of departed friends? Are there no

cords of love which, springing thence and circling

round our hearts, do bind us with the hope that at the

end of our days ourselves may rest beside those treas-
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ures bnried out of sight ? Have those holy services

and so solemn litanies which continually arise within

the church's walls,—endeared to us as they should be

by the memory that for years and years gone by our

fathers and their ancestors have sought in these same

words the Saviour's presence,—have these no place

within our hearts' affections ? Can it be that these are

otherwise than sacred to our memories and feelings?

Why should any turn away from these ? why speak

slightingly of them ? why desert them for some strange

commimion hallowed by no such tender reminis-

cences? And if it be objected that "the Church,"

that is, the society of Christians which we call the

Church, consists not in the building, or its sacred pre-

cincts, or in these forms of worship ; it may be allow-

ed at once that this is true : it does not consist in these.

And yet we cannot separate these two things—these

externals which belong to the Church's service and

the actual inward reality of Church-membership. For

our presence in that building which we call the church,

our assembling ourselves together there, our joining in

those services, our receiving those holy ordinances

there administered, are the proofs and witnesses (and,

ordinarily speaking, there can be no other proof) that

outwardly and in profession at least we are members

of that body, called "the Church," to which these

things pertain. Eefraining from these, withdrawing

ourselves from them, what proofs can we produce of

our fellowship with the Church ? or how can we sup-

pose that we are members of it ?

Nay, let us ever cling to, let us ever stand fast by,

let us ever love our Church. Let us pray that she may
be like a tree planted by the water-side, flourishing in
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its bccauty, bringing forth fruit in due season, as she

prospers in whatsoever she doeth. Through evil re-

port and good report let us show ourselves her devo-

ted, faithful members ; steadfastly believing that she is

indeed a true branch of Christ's Holy Catholic and

Apostolic Church,—that she is " built upon the foun-

dation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Him-
self being the chief Corner-stone.'"

The Article of which we have just spoken is very fitly

followed by that in which we express our belief in the

" communion of saints ;" for in this last we call to mind,

that although the Church is Catholic, spread abroad

throughout the world ; although Christians differ in

race, in language, in country, in habits, yet there is, or

alas ! we must rather say, there should be, some com-

mon tie—the confession of one faith, the looking to

one Saviour, the union with one Divine Head, being

animated with one hope, being blessed with the same

glorious privileges—which may bind them all together

in one common bond of. love and fellowship. If there

be wanting any proof of the immeasurable evil which

arises out of schism, it may be seen too plainly evi-

denced in the effects of that broken communion which

exists in Christendoni ; in that want of harmony and

peace, in that strife and discord and bitter uncharita-

bleness which has destroyed the unity, and consequent-

ly the strength, and which so fatally mars the useful-

ness, of the Church of Christ

!

Why is it that the Gospel does not take a deeper

root, and fill the land in heathen countries ? Why is

there speech or language throughout the world where

the Gospel's voice is not plainly heard? Is it not

1 Ephes. ii. 20.
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cliiefly owing to the discords that exist among Chris-

tians themselves? Because they are not "perfectly

joined together"^ in the work, because they are not of

one mind, because they do not speak the same thing,

because they are not " at peace among themselves,"^

therefore is the work so sorely let and hindered ; there-

fore is the tree that should be flourishing in its beauty

and bearing fruit a hundredfold, too often like a " ten-

der plant, and as a root out of a dry ground.'" Let

all Christians lay this well to heart. Let each one

strive to do what little he may towards healing the

wounds which have marred the unity of the Church.

At least, let all pray for the peace of the Church
;

remembering, too, that they shall prosper who do

love her.

Not that the communion of saints is lost. We de-

clare our faith in a reality. They are children of one

great family, they are fellow-citizens of the heavenly

Jerusalem, they belong unto the household of God.

They rejoice together in their present blessings, in their

high privileges, in their divinely imparted strength.

They rejoice together as they live happy in the light

of God's glorious countenance, in the consciousness of

His continual presence with them and of His fatherly

protection ; happy in their sense of that communion
which exists between themselves and the Father of

their spirits;^ happy, too, beyond all words, in their

patient waiting—in their waiting with the holy dead,

with them who have gone before and who " sleep in

Jesus" (for with these, also, we are joined in a most

1 1 Cor. i. 10. 2 1 Thess. v. 13. 3 Isa. liii. 2.

4 See 1 John i. 3 ; John xvii. 21, xiv. 23 ; 1 John iii. 23, 24: ; John vl.

56; 2 Cor, 13, 14: 1 Cor. iii. 16.
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real bond of fellowship)—in their waiting for that

hour when this present communion shall he more fully

realized, when they shall "seethe King in his beauty,'"

when they " shall know even as also they are known,'"

when they shall pass the everlasting doors in safet}^,

and stand before His throne at whose "right hand

there is pleasure for evermore."^

Next we confess our belief in " the forgiveness of

sins." See from the following texts how fully and un-

mistakably God declares His merciful intentions to-

wards unhappy sinners : 1 Tim. i. 15; Matt, xviii. 11-

14, ix. 10-1.3, xi. 28-30; Luke xv.

In another place our Lord's words are :
" All manner

of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men ; but

the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be

forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word
against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him ; but

whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall

not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in

the world to come."* For every sin, therefore, that

men may commit, there is pardon and forgiveness

offered at our merciful Father's hands, save for the one

unpardonable offence, the sin against the Holy Ghost.

Let a few words be said about this. None who believe

in our Lord Jesus Christ can commit it.

The sin against the Holy Ghost is either apostasy

—

falling away from the faith, abandoning that which we
have once held—or steadily and wilfully rejecting and

denying the Christian faith after it has been plainly

and evidently presented to our minds. And in speak-

ing of this as being unpardonable, we are to remem-
ber that it is not so much that God loill not, as that

J Isa. xxxiii. 17. » 1 Cor. \\\\. 12. s pg. xyj. n. 4 Matt. xii. 31.
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He can not pardon it. There is but one way of salva-

tion open to us. The merits of Jesus Christ, which
we lay hold of by faith, are the only means whereby
we may be saved. If a man, therefore, examines and
considers this one way, and then calmly and delib-

erately refuses it, he shuts himself out from salvation.

God offers him salvation in this way, but this he re-

jects; and there being no other way open to him, and
none other name under heaven given among men
" whereby he can be saved than the name of Jesus

Christ,"^ it foUow^s of necessity, that in rejecting this

one Saviour he throws away his only hope, and so in-

evitably must be lost. By his own act he excludes

himself from the possibility of forgiveness and salvation.

Jews sinned against the Holy Ghost by rejecting the

miracles wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost.

As these miracles—signs of* the divine power and
presence—were the highest evidence our Lord could

offer the Jews that he was Messiah, sent of God ; by
rejecting these proofs and ascribing them to the devil,

we may say, they made it impossible that they should

be saved.

But still further, why is this rejection of the faith

called a sin against the Holy Ghost ? and why does our

Lord declare that to speak against the Son of Man
shall be forgiven, but to speak against the Holy Ghost

shall not be forgiven ? Because, 1. The One who shall

teach men all things, who shall guide them into all

truth, the One through whom spiritual things are re-

vealed unto us, is none other than the Holy Ghost.

In rejecting the truth, therefore, we resist and grieve

and do despite unto that Spirit of grace. Because, 2.

1 Acts iv. 12.
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The teaching of our blessed Lord was not so plain and

unmistakable, but that men might be forgiven if they

missed the truth He taught. Christ spake in parables

of the mysteries of the kingdom of God/ Men were

not guiltless, indeed, of all sin in disbelieving Him.^

For His " very works' sake'" they ought to have be-

lieved. But disbelieving Christ's mysterious teaching

was not the same thing as rejecting that clearer rev-

elation of the truth, and that greater light which was
shed abroad upon the coming of the Holy Ghost ; it

did not betray so hopeless a state of wilfulness and

obstinacy on the part of unbelievers. Our Lord's

doctrine was not so clear and easy to understand, but

that the time should come when the truth might be

set more plainly still before men's minds. This plain,

direct, positive, unmistakable teaching did follow

upon the gift of the Holy Ghost. Then the truth was
so plainly taught, that no teaching could possibly be

plainer. If men, therefore, rejected this plain teach-

ing of the Holy Ghost, there were no means left

whereby the truth could be more clearly demonstrated

1;o their hearts and minds. God had then done all for

them that could be done ; there was no more power-
ful engine left for their conversion ; and if they still

turned a deaf ear to the pleadings of the Holy Spirit,

as He strove to bring home to their, minds a conviction

of the truth, if they would be "like the deaf adder

that stoppeth her ears, which will not hearken to the

voice of charmers, charming never so wisely," there

could be nothing for it but that they should be left to

their own devices, to the foolish imaginations of their

own hearts, and so be lost. Thus we may regard the

1 Mark iv. 11, 12. '^ John xv. 22. « Ibid. xiv. 11.
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sentence pronounced n^:>on this sin against the Holy
Ghost as being not an act of severity on the part of

God, however well deserved such severity might be,

but a necessary unavoidable result of man's own wil-

fulness. It is man's own folly in obstinately rejecting

the forgiveness and salvation which God so freely and
graciously offers to him.

For every sin, therefore, which weak erring men
may commit, there is forgiveness offered, save for that

one unpardonable offence of which we have spoken,

and for which we need not say there shall not 5e, but

rather there cannot he forgiveness. Still, we are ever

to bear in mind that forgiveness is offered to us, of

God's mercy, only on certain conditions. What these

conditions are St. Paul declared when he testified,

"both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance

towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus

Christ."^ The conditions upon which God is willing

to forgive us for Jesus Christ's sake are repentance

and faith. Let something be said about each of these.

Kepentance is not only a feeling of sorrow for the

past, but it is also a desire to amend in the future. It

is in its strict sense " a change of mind." It is a feel-

ing which causes us to sorrow over our sins, and to

endeavor to amend them, not only in consequence of

the punishment to fall on us on account of those sins,

but far more because of the offence and grief these are

to God,—to our Father^ to One who is so good and

loving to us, to One who has done so much for us. It

is the mourning of a heart which has become sensible

of the great love of God, and which is yearning to re-

turn that love. It is a sorrowful conviction that sin

1 Acts XX. 21.

'7*
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makes ns vile and iinciean in tlie sight- of God, that

tlirongh our sinfuhiess we are unfit to serve IJiin, and

incapable of rendering Ilini any perfect or fitting obe-

dience. This is the spirit and the essence of a true

repentance. But as in the matter of repentance it is

very easy for us to be deceived, let three plain proofs

or marks be added whereby we may know whether we
be sincere in our professed repentance or not. First,

if we are really penitent we shall carefully avoid all

occasion and opportunity ofsin ; we shall, as far as pos-

sible, Tceep ourselves out of the way of temptation. If

we are earnest in our repentance we shall examine our-

selves
; we shall sift our past lives in the presence of

God, and find out what are our besetting sins. Then

we shall trace these sins to their spring and fountain-

head. We shall first say to ourselves, "What have

I done wrong?" and then, "How came I to do this?

What tempted me to do this evil?" We shall en-

deavor to call to mind what chain of circumstances

brought about our fall ; what motives, what desires,

what company, what business caused our sins. And
then if we are sincere we shall lay the axe to these

roots of our sins, we shall give these up, we shall avoid

them and flee from them. Never mind how pleasant

or agreeable these may be, or even how seemingly

necessary ; never mind at what pain or sacrifice to our

feelings we may be acting; if we are in earnest, and if

our repentance be a true repentance, we shall at once

and honestly and entirely abandon all those things

which our experience teaches us lead to sin.

To put this in a very plain way, let it be said, for

instance, what right has any man who has given way

to the sin of drunkenness, and who pretends to lament
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that sin,—what right has such a one to set his foot

within a public-house? He knows that he cannot re-

sist temptation; what right, then, has he to expose

himself to such temptation ? Or what right has some
young man, who is painfully conscious of the weakness

of his character, and of his inabilitj to refuse to follow

when others lead the waj to sin,—what right has such

a one to be with companions who (as he is very well

aware) will draw him into evil ? Or what right have

young women to be in such places or such positions

—

alone, unprotected, away from their parents' eye—as

shall expose them to the opportunity of sin ? What
right have they to speak of virtue or of modesty, when
they bring those graces unblushingly face to face with

sin? or how may they, with any truth, deplore the

loss of these and speak of penitence, while yet with

wilful folly they expose themselves to strong tempta-

tion? No. Let it be well borne in mind that our

repentance is only worthless and delusive, unless with

our professed sorrow for past sin we join a very care-

ful watchfulness to avoid (as far as possible) every

temptation and every opportunity of offending against

God's holy law. Christ's precept must be our rule of

life :
" If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and

cast it from thee. If -thy right hand offend thee, cut

it off", and cast it from thee : for it is profitable for thee

that one of thy members should perish, and not thai

thy whole body should be cast into hell."^

A second proof of the truth and sincerity of ou>

repentance is a willingness on our parts to make rep-

aration for our fault,—to make (as it is said in th«5

exhortation used in the Service f©r the Communion)

1 Matt V. 29.
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"restitution and satisfaction according to the utter-

most of our powers." "We are not indeed to imagine,

when we speak of making reparation for our faults,

that any after act of ours can do away the guilt of our

sin, or can wash our souls from its stain. Nothing

that we can do may effect this. If we had sinned but

once in all our lives, and then for years and years had

lived in ways of godliness and virtue, the strictness of

our later life could never efface that one single stain.

To blot out our iniquities from the book of God's re-

membrance is the work—and His only—of the Lamb
of God, that taketh away the sins of the world. Yet
while w^e cannot do away the sin itself, it is our posi-

tive duty to endeavor to repair the consequences of

our sin ; and if we are really penitent we shall willingly

and faithfully discharge that duty.

A common example will make this plain. A person,

we will suppose, has stolen a sum of money ; and after

he has committed the theft, his conscience begins to

smite him, and he feels guilty and unhappy. But dare

such a one come before God, w^ith that money still in

his possession, and bewail himself and pray forgive-

ness ? No, surely not. He were a liar and a hypo-

crite in the eyes of a just God if he acted so. But

if when his conscience smote him he did straightway

turn unto the person he had robbed, and with humble

confession of his fault did restore the stolen property,

then might he afterwards appear in the presence of God

:

not indeed as guiltless; not as if the restoring the

money had wiped out the guilt of stealing it : nay, he

comes before God a thief, and Confessing himself a

thief; but yet & penitent one, and one, therefore, who
may hear the same gracious words of pardon addressed
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to him as did the thief upon the cross. This is an

instance of what is meant by making reparation for our

sin. And it must be perfectly evident that without it,

in the case described, the pretended repentance could

not have been real. In like manner, persons who have

wilfully and knowingly slandered their neighbor, must

confess and retract such slanders. He who has de-

frauded any one, must restore his ill-gotten gains. He
who has done any wrong, must (if possible) undo that

wrong before his professed repentance can be accept-

able in the sight of God.

And if it be thought that this is a very hard rule, a

very hard condition to fulfil, one that men would not

readily submit to or carry out—yes, it must be an-

swered, it is a very hard rule, and one that man, unas-

sisted by Divine grace, never could act up to. But
learn from this two things : First, that true repentance

is no easy matter (as Satan so often tempts men to

believe it is), it is no light work to be undertaken at

any moment, and to be carried on without any pain or

trouble ; on the contrary, the path of true penitence

is diflicult and rugged, narrow and strait ; and, alas

!

few there be that persevere along it to the end. Sec-

ondly, learn that true repentance is the gift of God,*

and must be sought for at His merciful hands. True

repentance is the work of Divine grace in a man's

heart. To " bring forth fruits meet for repentance"

is too hard a thing for man's unassisted strength. The
"repentance to salvation not to be repented of '" is

produced and perfected in us by nothing else than

"the goodness of God."^ If we would repent, then,

with any earnestness and sincerity, or to any good

1 Acts V. 31. 2 2 Cor. vii. 10. s Rom. ii. 4.
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effect, we must humbly cry to God, " Turn Thou me,

and I shcall be turned."^

The third proof of the depth and reality of our re-

pentance is the manner and spirit in which we regard

the faults of other people. A true penitent will be

very tender and charitable towards the sins of others.

An humble remembrance of his own misdoings, a sense

of what he would have been himself but for God's un-

deserved mercy, a consciousness of his own frailty, will

always restrain him from any harsh censorious judg-

ing of his neighbor's life. This is a very sure test

whereby we may prove our professed repentance.

None who are really possessed with a godly sorrow

for their own past sin will be uncharitable towards tlie

faults of other men.

Much has thus been said concerning repentance, be-

cause it is a subject about which men are too easily and
too willingly deceived. Yet is this a matter of nothing

less than life or death to us, since a true, sincere, earn-

est repentance is one necessary condition to our ob-

taining God's forgiveness of our past sins.

The other condition is faith : let something in turn

be said of this. St. Paul describes faith to be that

firm persuasion of the mind which causes those things,

which as yet we do only hope for and do not actually

see with our eyes, to be as substantially real to us as

if we positively knew them through the evidence of

our senses. Our faith, for instance, causes God to be

to us as really an existing Being, as if our minds were
already ravished Avith the glories of His immediate

presence. Our faith makes the precious sacrifice once

offered upon the cross by our Loi*d (blessed for ever!)

» Jer. xxxi. la
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and the effects of that sacrifice, to be as sure and cer-

tain to our minds, as if we were indeed kneeling be-

neath that cross with sad though adoring gaze, or were

already entering on the eternal glory which that sacri-

fice has purchased for us. Our faith makes the pres-

ence and the influence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts

as great and as blessed a reality to us, as if we actually

heard with our ears His persuasive voice behind us,

saying, " This is the way, walk ye in it ;"^ or felt His

directing hand guiding us along the path of life.

Christian faith is a belief in all those points of doc-

trine which go to make up the scheme of salvation

declared by Christ and His Apostles. In all of them,

not in some only. It is not enough to believe that

Jesus died to save us from the punishment due to sin,

while we forget that He also came to save us from the

power of sin itself. It is not enough to believe that

Christ came to restore us to the position of God's

children, while we remain in wilful ignorance of those

duties which as children we are bound to render to

our heavenly Father. It is not enough to believe in

the wondrous love and mercy of God revealed to us in

the Gospel, while we care not to remember too His

truth, and justice, and holiness. The faith whereby
men are to be saved, and which is a fixed condition of

our salvation, is a full and undoubting belief in the

entire scheme for man's redemption in Christ Jesus

our Lord, which the love of God has made known to

us.

And this faith is necessary, because, just as without

repentance men would never amend their lives, and

become fit for God's presence in heaven, so without

* Isa. XXX. 21.
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faith they would never accept, and enihrace, and rely

on that one way of life whereby God will have all

men to he saved.

Upon these conditions, then, upon our repentance

and faith, God is willing to forgive us our sins for

Jesus Christ's sake.

Finally, we express our belief in the resurrection of

our bodies at the last day, and in their existence

throughout eternity, in a state of either happiness or

misery. "We believe that these bodies of ours, which

shall be turned into dust in the grave, will in the end,

at the great day of account, be raised again, and be

joined once more unto our souls to live forever. This

is a great mystery. Yet may the difficulty be some-

what lessened if we bear in mind the important fact

that matter is imperishable. It may lose its present

shape ; it may have utterly and entirely passed away
from any human recognition ; but it cannot he anni-

hilated. Though we perceive it not, yet does it exist

to the Divine perception. To the sight of God every

atom is still present, not one is lost to Him Who seeth

all things. And to His Almighty power, the collect-

ing of these scattered atoms, and producing out of

these a new and glorious body, is no impossibility.

As from the seed, which decays and perishes in the

earth, the Divine wisdom causes the newly developed

plant to spring in all its wondrous beauty ; so from

the undistinguishable atoms of our natural body, which
have been "sown in corruption," the "Word of the

Lord can raise an incorruptible, immortal, spiritual

body, to the praise and honor of His own glorious

majesty. And these risen bodies are to enter upon an

endless existence ; they are to live forever and ever

:
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tlie wicked are to "go away into everlasting punish-

ment, but the righteous into life eternal."^

These are the articles of the Christian faith which

we promise to believe.

Let it be remarked here, that it is the habit of some

persons to repeat the Apostles' Creed with their daily

devotions, imagining it to be a prayer. This is a mis-

take. It is very right, indeed, to repeat the Creed.

But the Creed is not a prayer, and is not to be regard-

ed as such. Still, while the Creed is not and cannot be

a prayer, it may be said devotionally^ and a life and

reality may be imparted to its various sentences, very

different from the meaningless formality with which it

falls from too many a lip. Thus, while we confess

our belief in God the Father, the Maker of heaven and

earth, the thought may pass through our minds as to

whether we, the creatures of His hand, are rendering

to Him the love and obedience which we are so deeply

bound to pay ? When we declare with our lips that

Jesus Christ is Lord, the question may arise, Is He my
Lord also. Lord of my heart and of my affections?

When we speak of Christ's lowly birth of the humble
Mary (humble, yet blessed in the lips of all coming

generations), our silent prayer may ascend to heaven,

that we too may be as little children in meekness and
humility of heart. When we recall His precious death

upon the cross, the form of the Crucified One may be

present to our minds ; we may adore His surpassing

love, and pray the while that our souls may be washed
from all uncleanness in the streams of His most pre-

cious blood. The descent into the grave and the resur-

rection frora the dead may kindle in us the desire that

1 Matt XXV. 46.

8
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we may die unto sin, and be buried unto all carnal

lusts and appetites, and rise again with Christ unto

newness and holiness of life. As we confess the Sav-

iour's ascension and His seat at the right hand of God,

our eyes may be lifted up to Him our Mediator, im-

ploring His all-prevailing intercession on our behalf

now, and ever throughout our lives. As we acknow-

ledge Him to be the One who shall come again to be

our Judge, the question will at once arise within us,

"Where in that dread day will my lot be found ? Oh,

may I hope to stand at the Saviour's right hand among
the blessed ? Or shall I be reckoned among the poor

lost souls whose place is in that outer darkness where

shall be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth ?

As Ave profess our belief in the Holy Ghost, in the

Catholic Church, in the communion of saints, in the

forgiveness of sins, in the resurrection of the body,

and in the life everlasting, these each in turn may
suggest their own separate and peculiar thoughts ; and

as the words do pass our lips, the hope may rise within

us that we may indeed be ever temples of the Holy

Ghost, that we may live worthy of our vocation as

members of Christ's Church, that we may be numbered

with God's saints now in their present state of blessed-

ness, and at the last be with them " in the glory ever-

lasting." So may we use the Creed to our greater

comfort and edification, and prove the truth of the

Apostle's declaration, " With the heart man believeth

unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is

made unto salvation.'"

» Eom. X. 10.



CHAPTER YII.

THE BAPTISMAL VOW : OBEDIENCE.

IISTCE obedience

follows faith, we
promise, third] j,

to keep God's will

and command-
ments, and to

walk in tile same

all the days of

cm* life.

On these com-
mandments let it

be first remarked

generally, that we
are to keep them, not only in the letter, but in the

spirit; and again, we are not only not to trealc them,

but we are not to wish to Irealc them.

The commandments are divided into two parts. The
first four teach us our duty towards God ; the last six

teach us our duty towards our neighbor. Let the po-

sition of these commandments teach us one all-import-

ant lesson, viz., that our first thought should be to love

and fear God. This is (strange as it may appear) too

often forgotten. What is so common as to hear men
speak of " never having injured any one," of " being
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in charity with all the world," of " having fulfilled all

the duties of their several stations honestly and faith-

fully V and then they will rest on this, and foolishly

imagine that the fulfilment of their duty towards their

neighbor can excuse their neglect of the more import-

ant duty owed to God. But this is a mere delusion.

It is first of all required of us, that we give our hearts

to God. First are we called upon to believe in God,

to fear and love Him with all our soul and strength
;

this is our earliest duty, nothing may take the place of

this ; our duty towards our neighbor follows after-

wards. This God teaches plainly, for what is His first

commandment ? nothing else than this, " Thou shalt

have none other gods hut J/e." In this we are taught

that the Lord is to be the one great centre of the soul's

affections. He is to be the Being whom alone we are

to worship and adore. He is to be the One in whom
we are to repose our heart's best trust and confidence;

under His providence we are to "live and move and

have' our being." God is to be the soul's great

good.

And how are we to acquire such feelings towards

God? How may we learn to love Him ? or to regard

Him as our Father, and as our best and real Friend ?

In answer to this it must be said, that the power of

loving God is a divine gift, and as such must be sought

for at God's hand. By God's grace only may we poor

follen creatures be enlivened with any feeling of true

devotion. The love of God is the result of God's pres-

ence with us : thus St. Paul says, " The love of God is

shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is

given us."^ The first of all the fruits of the Spirit, too,

» Kom. V. 5.
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is described as being "love.'" But while this is so, it

is also true that the grace of God works in us and

produces the desired effects by natural means; and

therefore we maj say, that in whatever way we should

ordinarily learn to love and trust any human being in

this world, by the very same means may we be drawn

to give our hearts to God. Thus, it is not an utter

stranger, a person of whom we know literally nothing,

that we can love here in this world. Love and friend-

ship are produced by constant companionship and

intercourse with another ; by our admiration of that

other's qualities and character ; by a sense of kindness

and favor received ; by our appreciation of the other's

goodness and amiability and excellence. And in no

other way can we acquire any real love for God, If

we would love, we must learn to IcnoiD God ; we must
call to mind what He is, and what He has done for us;

we must dwell on these things ; think of them, very

often meditate on them. It is by the diligent study of

Holy Scripture in particular that we shall become ac-

quainted with God, with His character. His greatness,

His beneficence. There, in His own Word, God has

revealed Himself to us ; and there must we learn what
He is "with whom we have to do."^ This, remember,

should be our great object in reading the Bible. It is

not the simple reading of the Bible, as a task to be

got through, that can be of any value to us. The re-

sult produced on our minds through our reading, the

information we thereby acquire, the experience we
obtain—these are the important points. We should

read the Scriptures in order to become acquainted

with God's will, as therein declared ; we should read

1 Gal. V. 22. 2 Heb. iv. 13.

8*
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in order that we may learn how to conduct ourselves

in various positions and circumstances of life ; that we
may receive support and encouragement or warning

from the various histories recorded ; that we may ob-

tain full information about our duties, our privileges,

our blessings, our responsibilities. But above all, we
should study our Bibles for the one express object of

learning to Tcnow God. Thus is it, then ; by knowing

God, by holding communion with Him, by realizing

and constantly seeking His immediate presence,—thus

is it that we may, under Divine grace, obtain the

power to love and trust in Him with all our hearts

and all our souls.

2. By the second commandment we are forbidden to

interpose any thing between our own souls and the one

true God, who alone is worthy of our heart's love and

adoration. God is a Spirit, and it is by our spirits, by

that unseen part of our being which dwells in the

fleshly tabernacles of our bodies, that our worship is

to be rendered. Any thing, then, which can hinder

the soul's approach to God Himself,—any thing on

Avhich the soul may rest, and thus stop short of God
in its devotion, is forbidden. All mere '"''formality

"

in religion, therefore, is hereby especially condemned.

By ^'formality,'''' be it remembered, is not meant " the

use of forms " in our worship of the Almighty. Let

this common error be seen through and avoided. In-

deed, so far from forms of prayer being condemned,

there is the highest sanction for, at any rate, one form

of prayer. For what else than a form is that model

of all prayers, which our Lord Himself has left for His

Church's use? When we pour out that best of aU

petitions, addressing God as " Our Father," what are
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we in truth doing but using a form of prayer? And
not only are forms allowable, but they are an actual

necessity. There cannot possibly be any piiblic wor-

ship without the use of forms. Even if the prayer

offered up by a minister in a congregation be an ex-

temporaneous one, yet to every one else than himself

in the congregation such a prayer must be a form ; as

much a form as if it were read aloud from a printed

book. The using of a form, therefore, is unavoidable

;

but this is not "formality." Formality in religious

worship consists not necessarily in the use of forms.

We may be just as formal while we use our oion un-

taught expressions in prayer, as when we repeat some
well-remembered collect.

Formality in our devotions really consists in our

not seeking after God in spirit and in truth ; it consists

in offering up petitions or uttering words of praise and

adoration without any sensible lifting of the heart to

the Almighty.

It is formality when we attend any place of worship

from a mere sense of duty, or from habit only, or

from a compliance with the demands of what the

world around us calls respectability. It is formality

if we receive the blessed Sacrament of the Lord's Sup-

per without any conscious striving after communion
with our Lord therein. If we regard that Sacrament

as being of itself an end^ and suppose the mere par-

taking of it outwardly to be sufficient ; if we use it not

as a means to an end^—that end being oneness with

Christ ; if in the receiving that blessed Sacrament we
discern not the Lord's Body; if there is no craving

after the communion of the Blood of Christ in that

cup of blessing, no looking for the communion of the
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Body of Clirist in the bread wliich we brcak,^—then

is such a coming to the table of the Lord nothing else

than mere formality.

A reliance on the simple act of worship which the

members of our body may perform, but in which our

spirits bear no part—which, in truth, does nothing else

than interpose a cloud between our souls and the light

of God's glorious countenance—this is formality ; and

as such is forbidden by the second commandment.
Any thing, let it be repeated, which interposes itself

between God and our souls, any reliance on the mere

act of worship, any thing with which we may remain

satisfied and contented instead of seeking a closer and

more real communion with God, any thing which in

any way hinders or prevents the soul's drawing near

to its Maker, is forbidden. That which alone is valu-

able to us, and that which alone is acceptable to God,

is the humble sincere love, trust, and adoration of the"

soul as it bows itself before the Father of spirits.

As regards tlie declaration contained in this com-

mandment, that God will " visit the sins of the fathers

upon the children," while we acknowledge the neces-

sity of this—for in the very nature of things it cannot

be otherwise—yet in this rule, which sounds so severe,

let us also recognize the overruling mercy of God.

Perhaps nothing could be devised more likely to bring

men to a better way of life than the remembrance of

what fatal consequences their sins must entail upon

their children. Men will often be indifferent about

themselves ; they will be ready to sacrifice every thing

for the sake of present enjoyment and indulgence of

their carnal appetites, when none but themselves are

1 1 Cor. X. 16.
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concerned ; and yet, despite this reckless feeling, they
will frequently check themselves in their career, and
will amend their ways, when they find that others may
be involved and brought to ruin by the consequences
of their misconduct. So surely do the wisdom and
mercy of God make all things work together for our
good.

Even if there were no revelation, we see how, by
natural law aijd social influences, parental sins send
their sad consequences down upon the children's state.

Classes of diseases, like gout, consumption, and insan-

ity, descend in families. Various diseases were caused
by far back sins of generations. How often a drunken
father leaves a ruined property or pauperism to his

children
! A thief transmits a legacy of disgrace to

his offspring. The finger of opprobrium is pointed at

a murderer's son. The bad tempers and habits of a
father or mother are too commonly copied by sons and
daughters. Jews suffer shame the world over for the
disbelief of their ancestors. Indeed our whole race
are in misery through Adam's fault. But, then, bless-

ings and honors come down from good parents as well.

Of one other thing, too, we may be well assured,

however difiicult or impossible it may now be for us
to understand, viz., that every person born into the
world—be his position, or circumstances, or disad-

vantages what they maj—every person will be found
hereafter to have been so dealt with by God, as that
salvation and an escape from eternal misery was placed
within his reach, if he had chosen to avail himself of
the opportunities granted to him. To no person what-
ever will salvation be proved to have been an impos-
sibility, or damnation an unavoidable necessity. At
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the day of judgment God's perfect justice will be fully

vindicated, and His goodness and mercy to every

living man will be plainly manifested.

3. By the third commandment we are enjoined to

reverence the great and holy name of God. We are

forbidden to give way to rash profane swearing. The
commandment does not condemn or disallow that

solemn and serious taking of an oath before a minister

of justice, such as our laws require. This is certainly

permitted by God. But we are warned by this com-

mandment that the rash use of hasty, profane, or

blasphemous expressions will surely bring down upon
us the wrath of God. " I say unto you, that every

idle word that men shall speak, they shall give accouut

thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt

be condemned."^ Let this solemn declaration of our

Lord be continually in our minds, our warning and our

safeguard.

It is not only by rash and profane swearing, how-
ever, that we may break this commandment. When-
soever we are careless and irreverent in our prayers,

drawing nigh to God with our lips while our hearts

are far fi-om Him ; whenever we pray hypocritically—
confessing our sins, for instance, and asking God's

merciful forgiveness of them, while in truth we love

these sins and intend to indulge ourselves in them

;

or beseeching God to "lead us not into temptation,"

while we ourselves wilfully and knowingly expose

ourselves to such temptation ; whenever, entering

into tlie courts of the Lord's house, we arc unmindful

of God's great presence, and permit our thoughts to

» Matt, xii, 86. 87.
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wander idly to vain and worldly matters, though out-

wardly we are joining in the worship of the Almighty;

whenever we take part in singing praises to God in the

congregation without any serious thought of what we
are about; whenever, again, we allow ourselves to

speak sneeringly and contemptuously of God's Word,

of His Church, or of religion generally—in all such

ways we may break this third commandment, and,

doing so, we shall be guilty in the sight of God.

4. A reverent observance of the Lord's Day is also

enjoined on us by God.

This only can be said which may apply to every

one, viz., Sunday is God's day—a day to be used in

God's service, and to God's honor and glory. Worldly

lusiness is to be wholly and entirely banished from

it.

A canon of our Church in the United States says

:

" All persons within this Church shall celebrate and

keep the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday, in

hearing the Word of God read and taught, in private

and public prayer, in other exercises of devotion, and

in acts of charity, using all godly and sober conversa-

tion."^ Evidently, the more time that can be given to

communion with God, the greater strength and re-

freshment the soul will be likely to receive. The more

that this world is shut out, and the more that our

thoughts are fixed on high and heavenly things, the

larger increase of Divine grace will be obtained by us.

Let every one endeavor so to spend his Sunday, and

so to keep God's day holy, that at the close of it he

may be able to lie down to rest " with the answer of

a good conscience towards God," and with the power

1 Digest, Tit 1, "Canon 18.



96 OUR vows.

of blessing God for that grace which has enabled him
to turn the past day to good account.

But since one part of the Sunday's duty (which in

no ordinary circumstances whatever may be omitted)

is the assembling ourselves together for public worship,

let some few words of advice be given about our be-

havior in Church.

First, let none indulge that slovenly and ungodly

habit of coming late into church. What an amazing

carelessness and indifference, and what insolence to-

wards God, do persons exhibit by being habitually late

in their attendance at church ! What an important

part of the service, too, do they miss by such idleness

!

That which they should join in more than in any thing

else, viz., the humble confession of their sins ; that

which should be most precious to them, viz., God's

loving message of pardon and forgiveness to all the

penitent and faithful,—the comfort of these, through

their tardiness, they lose. A poor beginning this, in-

deed, in preparation for the coming service. More-

over, Avhat an unseemly noise and disturbance is al-

ways caused by persons coming late into church

!

What a hindrance is it to the prayers of other people I

What an interruption to the general devotion of the

congregation ; whereby, be it remembered, God is

robhed of some honor and worship due unto Himl
Let this careless habit be most strictly guarded against.

Let our aim and rule be always to le in church five

minutes 'before the commencement of the service. And
let tliis time be occupied in preparing our heart to

serve the Lord (by silent meditation, or by reading a

psalm or some other portion of Holy Scripture), as we
bear in mind the Wise Man's words, "Before thou
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prayest prepare thyself, and be not as one that tempt-

eth the Lord."^

Again, when we are in church let ns endeavor to

realize to ourselves the great truth of GocVs immediate
presence there.^ Let us think that we kneel at God's

very footstool ; that His eye is fixed on us ; that His

ear is open to us ; that He is waiting to receive our

prayers and the adoration of our hearts. Nothing
can so surely keep us from inattention, and careless-

ness, and wandering thoughts, as this remembrance of

the awful but most blessed nearness of Almighty God.

Again, let us be careful to preserve the appointed

and proper postures—to kneel when we should kneel,

to stand when we should stand. An indifference about

our postures will generally lead to indifference about

the matter in which we are or ought to be engaged.

Again, let us avoid the idle habit of staring about

the church, watching the behavior of those who may
be near us, looking at their dress, &c., or having our

attention easily distracted. A wandering eye will pro-

duce wandering thoughts. If we cannot always govern

our thoughts, we can at least govern our eyes ; and
if these be fixed upon om* Prayer-books, we shall find

it a great assistance in our endeavors to control our

thoughts.

Again : let none fall into the common error of im-

agining the sermon to be the most important part of the

service. There is no religious worship in listening to

a sermon. It may be very useful to us, very edi-

fying, very instructive ; but there is no icorsMj:) in

giving our attention to a sermon. And if it be simply

for the interest and instruction afforded by the sermon

1 Ecclus, xviii. 23, 2 Matt, xviii. 20.
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that we come to church, our attendance thei-e will not

be followed by much profit to our souls. Communion

with God in prayer, praising and magnifying God's

holy Name, rendering publicly to God (as we are

most bounden) the homage of our hearts, humble

confession of our sins, being assured of God's will-

ino-ness to forgive us,—these are the objects for which

we assemble ourselves together; and these should first

be done, if we would bring ourselves into that frame

of mind wherein a sermon may be really edifying

to us.

Again : upon leaving the church avoid as far as pos-

sible falling into conversation immediately :
let some

time be given to calm and quiet reflection upon the ser-

vice in which you have just been engaged. And lastly,

let it be the aim and acknowledged duty of every one

to be present tioice on Sunday at the services of the

church. Let us not come before the Lord in a grudg-

ing spirit, giving as little of our time as possible to

Him, " who giveth us richly all things to enjoy."^ But

rather feeling with the Psalmist, "Jt is a good thing

to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto

Thy name, O Most High: to show forth Thy lovmg-

kindness in the morning, and Thy faithfulness every

night.'"' Let us ever be "glad" when they say unto

us, "Let us go into the house of the Lord."'

5. At the head of the last six commandments stands

that which teaches us the duty of odedience—of obedi-

ence generally ; of obedience to all those who are placed

in authority over us; obedience of the people to their

rulers,* of servants to their masters,^ of persons to

1 1 Tim vi 17. 2 Ps. xcii. 1, 2. 3 Ibid, cxxii. 1. * Rom. xiii.

1-5 ; Tit. iii. 1 ; 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. ^ 1 Pet ii. 18 ;
Col. iii. 22-24
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their spiritual teachers/ of children to their parents.''

This last alone is actually specified in the command-
ment, " Honor thy father and thy mother." This is

specified particularly, because the obedience of a child
to its parent is the foundation of all other obedience.
It is the first and earliest lesson which can be impressed
upon the opening mind. The first lesson which can be
taught a child is obedience to its parents. To honor
its father and mother, to yield to them, to trust them,
to reverence and respect their commands, is the religion

d a child. The infant mind as yet knows nothing of
its God : the love and worship due to Him are as yet
a hidden mystery. Its whole notion and idea of right

and wrong is contained in the duty of obedience to its

parents. This is the foundation on which the observ-
ance of ail other duties will be built. An obedient
child will make an obedient man. A wilful, disobedient,

irreverent child will make a wicked and ungodly man.
Therefore is this commandment placed the first of all

those which teach our duty to our fellow-men. In
thinking of the obedience due from children to their

parents, let us guard ourselves from the error of ima-
gining that this is a duty confined to childhood only.

Far otherwise. While the parent's life is spared, the
tender respect and reverence and the filial deference,

which are due, will be ever rendered by the loving

child. A good man will know that, in God's eyes,

disobedience, disrespect, want of love and tenderness

shown to a parent, is a most grievous sin, and one
which, sooner than any other, will cause the Almighty
to shut up His own tender mercies in displeasure. He
will feel that the sight of an old man treated with dis-

1 Heb. xiii. 17. a Ephes. vi. 1-3 ; Col. iii. 20.
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respect and slighted in his own family is a disgrace to

all his children, and that bitter tears drawn from the

dim old eyes, or that hitter sorrows w^hich how down
the old gray head, when caused by thankless and ir-

reverent children, do indeed cry out to heaven with an

exceeding loud and jjiercing voice, demanding a most

just and speedy retribution. That wicked and most

accursed thought (accursed in the sight of God) of an

aged parent's being a hurden to be got rid of, in any

manner and through any means, will find no place in

the heart of one who is diligent to keep God's com-

mandments. He will bear in mind the ^Mse Man's

words, "He that forsaketh his father is as a blas-

phemer; and he that angereth his mother is cursed

of God.'" He will remember that, however respect-

able or seemingly excellent in all other respects a man's

character may be, however sober, temperate, chaste,

honest, upright his life may appear, yet all these seem-

ing virtues in the sight of God and in the eyes of holy

men are spoiled and marred, and are nothing worth, if

he fails the while in reverence to his parents. Those

good deeds by themselves and without some filial duty

can claim no blessing, while to the obedient child God
will be ever gracious ; He will prolong his days, and

it shall be well with him upon the earth.''

6. We are not to set aside this sixth commandment,

and imagine that it does not concern us in any way, and

that we need scarcely join in that prayer in the Com-
munion Service, " Incline our hearts to keep this law."

It may be very true that we do not feel any inclination

to the shedding of another's blood. So far from pre*

senting any temptation to our minds, indeed, the very

» Ecclus. iii. IG. 2 Ephes. vi. 3.
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thought of murder may be absolutely abhorrent to us.

It might be really impossible to us to stretch out our

hands to take our neighbor's life. But even if this be

so, we are not therefore entirely free from any danger

of breaking this commandment. If we call to mind our

Lord's words upon this subject, we shall know that

what is here forbidden and what is hateful in God's

sight is not only the actual crime of murder, but as

well that temper, that spirit, that disposition, which, if

perfectly unrestrained and suffered to go on and de-

velop e itself, may, if the occasion offers, issue out into

a deed of blood. Thus our Lord speaks on this matter

in His Sermon on the Mount :
" Ye have heard that it

was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill : and

whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg-

ment: but I say unto you, that whosoever is angry

with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of

the judgment : and whosoever shall say to his brother,

Eaca, shall be in danger of the council : but whosoever

shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire."^

Here our Lord declares that not the letter of the law

alone, but the spirit of the law it is which should gov-

ern Christians in their lives, and by which they must

be judged in the sight of God. Our Saviour warns us

that they are regarded by God as breaking this great

commandment who indulge that perverse disposition

which we call ill-temper, or who suffer themselves to

cherish feelings of malice, ill-will, or causeless anger

against any of their brethren. All such feelings par-

take of the nature of murder. They are the evil seeds

which, if permitted to come to maturity, will bear the

fruit of murder.

1 Matt. V. 21, 22.

9*
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It is hardlj necessary for us to be reminded tljat the

seed which we sow, and the fruit which that seed pro-

duces, are in fact the very same substance, only in

diflferent stages of existence. We sow the corn in the

ground : the blade springs up, wliich is still corn in

another stage ; and the full ear follows, and this too is

corn, which giveth bread to strengthen man's heart.

So, too, the act of murder, and the evil, malicious, un-

governed temper, do both partake of one nature. The
one is the root of the other. The one is the miserable

seed ; the other, the frightful fruit which the seed, if

fostered and not checked in its growth, may very pos-

sibly produce ; and, being such, both are abominable

in the sight of Him who, being Love itself, must hold

such tempers in abhorrence. Xor is there any diffi-

culty in tracing the connection between the two,—be-

tween the temper and the deed of blood. There are

instances, indeed, of men who deliberately, and for

most base and wicked purposes, have planned the

taking of another's life. Wicked companions, a disso-

lute life, the promptings of the devil, have brought men
to this depth of iniquity. But such instances are rare,

perhaps, compared with that more frequent cause of

murder, a hasty and ill-governed temper, which in in-

numerable cases has brought on quarrels, when some

fatal and irrevocable blow is given, causing a brother's

blood to cry for vengeance. This is the commonest

cause of murder. Men meet together : their passions

are inflamed, perchance, by drink : some foolish word
is spoken, " raca," " thou fool," or something similar

;

then the ungoverned temper blazes up, a hot dispute

arises, blows soon follow on hard words, and presently,

in a moment of wild madness, the evil fruit is borne,
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and that is done which drives a man to be a wretched

outcast from his fellows, or which brings him to a

death of shame
; that is done, which no agony of grief,

no bitter tears, no life-long penitence can undo. And
a man, one who in his sober moments would abhor the

deed, even as we should now, becomes a murderer,

—

a murderer, because he had not learned to rule his

evil and unchristian temper. Well has Solomon said,

" The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out

water. "^ And again, " He that is slow to anger is bet-

ter than the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit, than

he that taketh a city.'"^

Perhaps we may take the Sixth Commandment as

laying this plain injunction on us all (the force and

necessity of which we shall more easily allow, than of

the law " Thou shalt not kill ")—this. Rule thy temijer ;

restrain that hasty spirit, that hot angry disposition to

which so many men are prone ; that temper which
displays itself very frequently in provoking bitter,

sneering, or abusive words ; that temper which is apt

to take offence, which is unforgiving, which ever re-

sents injuries, and nourishes thoughts of vengeance;

which is easily and on slight grounds aroused, and

which burns fiercely, devouring every thing around.

Kestrain, control, subdue, mortify this temper, for this

is the root whence murder springs.

7. Of the sin of uncleanness, forbidden by the

Seventh Commandment, but few words may here be

spoken. It is the most fearful, the most defiling of all

sins. This is a sin against those bodies of ours, which

are, as St. Paul declares, temples of the Holy Ghost.^

This only may be said. Preserve yourselves jealously

1 Prov. xvii. 14. = Ibid. xvi. 32. 3 1 Cor. vi. 18, 19.
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from the heginnings of this sin. Keep your thoughts

pure. Turn away from the contemplation of any im-

purity as you would flee from some fearful shape of

evil. Carefully avoid any thing that can possibly lead

to or suggest this defilement,—bad books, pictures,

places, entertainments, companions. Any thing that can

beget within you even a single unclean, impure ima-

gination, avoid as you would avoid the presence of

ISatan himself.

Let this caution be added. About all other sins, we
may and should examine ourselves ; we may seek to

learn how our sins arose in us, whence their hold on

us proceeds, how best they may be resisted and dis-

armed. But of this one dark sin let us question noth-

ing ; let us only put it from us; we may not dally with

it for one moment, we may not give it place, no, not

for one single instant. If we are so unhappy as to

have sinned in thought, or word, or deed, we must

only hide ourselves from the remembrance of the pol-

lution, and cry aloud to God, "Create in me a clean

heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit within me."

8. When it is said to us in the Eighth Command-
ment, "Thou shalt not steal," it is not simply meant

to forbid our committing direct acts of robbery ; but

the injunction is hereby laid upon us to be honest and

upright, and straightforward in all our dealings with

our fellow-men. Actually to steal is, at all hands,

confessed to be base, and miserable, and mean. But

there are many ways in which men may break this

commandment, and be dishonest in the sight of a just

God, about which we sometimes give ourselves but

little concern. Incurring dehts^ which we can never

reasonably hope to pay, is a breach of this com-
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mandment. Eeceiviug payment for work whicli we
have not faithfully performed ; usmg our " neighbor's

service without wages, and giving him not for his

work ;'" hard, and oppressive, and extortionate bar-

gains, with those who are at our mercy ;
idleness and

waste on the part of a servant, and neglect of his

master's interests,—these all are acts of dishonesty.

In buying and selling, again, to palm off inferior arti-

cles for good ones, to take advantage of a person's

ignorance; to use the false balance and the scant

measure,^ to adulterate goods, to pretend that things

are what on trial they will not prove to be ; or, on the

buyer's part, unjustly to depreciate an article which

is really good, to attempt to obtain a thing at a price

below its real value, in all these several ways it is

common to offend against the spirit of this command-
ment. Again, refusing payment of what we know
to be justly due from us; compelling persons to sue

us at the law, and so driving them to a ruinous ex-

pense that they may obtain their rights ; keeping back

by fraud the hire of those who have labored for us in

any way,^—the Lord will not hold them guiltless who
do such things. If we would hope at the last to be

numbered among those who have led an uncorrupt

life, and done the thing which was right, and spoken

the truth from their heart, and have used no deceit in

their tongues, nor done evil to their neighbors/ we
must, in all our dealings with our fellow-men, set these

rules before our eyes, and act upon them continually

and sincerely :
" Whatsoever ye icould that men should

do to you, do ye even so to them.''"'^ " That no man go

heyond and defraud his brother in any m.atter ; ie-

1 Jer. xxii. 13. 2 Prov. xi. 1; Micah vi. 10.
3 Rom. xiii. 7 : Jauies v. 4, * Ps. xv. 2, 3, ^ Matt. vii. 12.
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cause that the Lord is the avenger of all suchy^ ^^Looh

not every man on his own thinga^ hut every man also

on the things of others^^ ^^ Whatsoever things are

true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things

are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsover things

are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; thinh

on these thingsy^

9. Perhaps of all the commandments which teach

us our duty to our neighbor, there is not one that we
are more apt to break than this, which we must

speak of next. This forbids the sins of our tongues;

false witness, lying, slandering, evil-speaking ; sins of

that "little member" of our bodies, which is so prone

to evil, that the Apostle calls it " a fire, a w^orld of in-

iquity,"^ a member that " defileth the Avhole body,"
" an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." Surely, if we
bear in mind these w^ords of the Apostle, and if we
recall what our own experience of life must teach us,

—how commonly and how easily men transgress this

commandment ; how hard and difficult it is to restrain

our tongues ; how much of the ordinary conversation

in the world around us consists in remarks upon our

neighbors' lives and doings, and how sorely tempted

we often are to say unkind, uncharitable, unnecessary

things; with what keenness and malicious pleasure

persons wiU receive an evil report ; and how easy it

is, in relating something, to pass, perhaps almost un-

consciously, the strict line of truth and fiiirness,—if

we call these things to mind, we must be well con-

vinced that in nothing is God's grace more really

needed than in assisting us to " keep our tongue from

evil ; and our lips, that they speak no guile.
"^

1 1 Thess. iv. 6. 2 pi,ii. ji. 4. 9 ibid. iv. 8.

* James iii. 2-10. " i'e,. xxxiv. 13.
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10. The duty enjoined upon us bj this last com-
mandment is " contentment." TTe are not to be ea-

vious and covetous of our neighbor's possessions, or

of liis good fortune ; but we are to be contented with

such things as we have, and are ever to bless God for

the many mercies which, through His good providence,

we enjoy.

If it be sometimes difficult for us thus to possess our

souls in patience, on account of troubles, or misfortunes,

or privations that may have befallen us ; if we are press-

ed by want and poverty ; our wisdom will be still to

strive after the spirit of contentment and patient sub-

mission by keeping ever before our minds, not the more
prosperous and, as it may seem, happier circumstances

of some of our fellow-men, but rather the still deeper af-

flictions of many of those around us. If we are troubled

above measure, there are yet others in the world, let

us remember, whose position is still more afflicting

;

if we are poor and reduced in circumstances, there are

others poorer still perchance ; if all God's waves and

storms have gone over us, yet if we have not made
shipwreck of our faith, it is reaUy well with us, and

we are indeed unspeakably more blessed than those

unhappy ones (be their worldly circumstances what

they may) who are living " without God in the world."

Even in our deepest wo, and amidst the loss of all

that in this life we count most dear, we have comfort

in the firm persuasion that nothing in all the world
" shall be able to separate us from the love of God,

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."^ It is in the

thankful contemplation of the many and undeserved

mercies still vouchsafed to us through God's goodness,

1 Eom, viii. 39.
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and not in tho rcgrctfnl rcmembranco of wliat we
have lost, that we may preserve in ourselves that

spirit of contentment which, more than any thing else,

will tend to promote our real and lasting happiness.

There is nothing in this commandment, be it ob-

served, which forbids a man's honest endeavors to

improve his circumstances in life, and to raise himself

and those who are dependent on his care to a better

position, provided only tliat in his efforts to " do well

unto liimself " he does not neglect his higher interests

and duties. Let every one write these words upon
his heart and memory :

—

''Lay not up for yourselves

treasures upon earthy where moth and rust doth cor-

rupt^ and cohere thieves hreaTc through and steal: dut

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven^ where neither

moth nor rust doth corrupt^ and where thieves do not

hrealc through nor steaiy^ ''Set your affection on

things ahove, not on things on the earth.'"''^ ''We

Itrought nothing into this world, and it is certain we

can carry nothing outy^ ''Wisdom is the x>f'incipal

thing : therefore getioisdom: and tcithall thy getting,

get imderstanding.''''* " What shall it profit a man, if

he shall gain the ichole icorld, and lose his own soul?

or ichat shall a man give in exchange for his 8021I ?
'"

If a man will act faithfully, and be ruled by the spirit

of these golden exhortations, lie may be earnest, active,

diligent, wise, in the lawful i)ursuits of this world's

goods, and yet give his heart in all sincerity to God
;

and, seeking first the kingdom of God and Ilis riglit-

eousness, may avoid that " covetousness" which St.

Paul declares to be " idolatry,"*

1 Matt. vl. 19, 20. a Col. iii. 2. 3 Tim. vi. 7. * Prov. Iv. 7.

" Mark viii. 3G, 37; sec also Luke xii. 15- "21. « Col. iii. 5.
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CHAPTER YIII.

THE SECOND SACRAMENT.

AST of all, the

EucHAEisT. Our
baptismal vow is

this: "We prom-
ise to renounce

all God's enemies

—the world, the

flesh, and the de-

vil, and to repent

U3 of our sins;

we promise to

believe ; and we
promise to obej.

This vow we re-

new and take upon ourselves afresh at the solemn time

of Confirmation. And how are we to keep this sacred

promise ? ISTot by our own strength certainly. That

were impossible to our frailty. But only by that Di-

vine grace which God gives ; which He is ever ready

to pour upon us more and more abundantly, and a

larger share of which we must seek, and may obtain

by earnest hearty prayer. Prayer ! Let us pause a

moment to speak of prayer—the communion of the

soul with God. How can its importance be sufficiently

10
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declared? "What words can be found to impress upon
our mind its unspeakable value ? Prayer is the very

life and strength of the soul. What the breath, which

we every moment draw, is to the body, such is prayer

to the soul; without it our spirits cannot live. In

prayer we find comfort, strength, power to resist and

to stand fast, help, grace, blessing. Without prayer

we must be weak, unarmed, easily overcome, unstable,

hopelessly infirm. See in the following texts what
wonderful things are spoken about the all-prevailing

power and efiicacy of prayer:—Matt. vii. 7-11 ; Luke
xi. 5-13; Matt, xviii. 19; 1 John v. 14, 15; James v.

16-18; John xvi. 23, 24; Matt. xxi. 22; 1 John iii.

21, 22 ; Mark xi. 24.

Two rules may be given, very shortly, about prayer.

First: there should be certain hours of the day at

which it should be our custom and habit to off'er up

our regular devotions; when it should be as nRtural

to us to kneel down to pray, as it would be to do any

thing else to which we are most accustomed, and to

neglect or omit which would cause us some sensible

uneasiness of mind. These regular devotions should

be so much our habit, as to make it impossible for us

to omit them without our feeling at once that we have

left undone some known and acknowledged duty, and

without our being sensibly warned by our consciences

of our neglect. These fixed and stated times for prayer

should be, for all persons^ at least every morning and

every evening. And it were better still to follow the

example of holy David in this matter: "Evening and

morning, and at 7ioo?i, will I pray, and cry aloud,'"

says the Psalmist. This retirement from the world in

1 Ps. Iv. 17.
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the middle of the day for prayer, this leaving the busy

turmoil and care and anxieties of the world for a little

while to enter into the quietness and holy calm of

God's more immediate presence, is of inexpressible

value to them who would lead a holy life. There is

nothing that preserves that even balance of the mind

;

there is nothing that quiets down those hourly vexa-

tions of spirit, to which we are all more or less ex-

posed; there is nothing that makes us stronger and

more able to cope with the petty troubles or the

serious afflictions of this life, than shaking these off

entirely for a little moment, as we rest awhile with

God in prayer, or else (which is better still, perhaps)

bringing these before the Lord to seek His gui-

dance, and to obtain from Him a spirit of wisdom and

understanding. For some it may be possible to live

in the habit of still more frequent prayer, as the

Psalmist says, " Seven times a day do I praise Thee,

because of Thy righteous judgments:"^ but for most

of us it should be the rule to " kneel down upon our

knees," as did Daniel of old time, '''' three times a day

to pray and give thanks before our God :"* and for

none who would preserve their spiritual life within

them, or who would hope to grow in grace, or who
would wish to bring forth any good fruits to the

honor and glory of God and to the salvation of their

own souls,—for none should it be the habit to offer up

their devotions less frequently than every night and

morning.

Secondly : we should form a habit,—a habit the ex-

cellence and necessity of which cannot possibly be over-

estimated,—of lifting up our thoughts to God con-

> Ps. cxix. 164, 2 Daniel vi. 10.
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tlniially, of appealing to Hira, of seeking His aid and

counsel and guidance in every thing, and on all occa-

sions ; a habit of referring all that we do, all our affiiirs,

all our wants and difticulties and doubts, all our daily

and hourly joys and sorrows,—referring all these to

God ; communing with Ilim, as with our wisest and

closest friend, of all these things; doubting nothing

that He hears, and is patient to consider the voice of

our supplication : for though He is the Lord our God,

that hath His dwelling so high, yet He "humbleth

Himself to behold the things that are in heaven and in

the earth.'" This is to obey the Apostle's injunction,

to ^'•pray icithout ceasing.^^^ It is not meant that these

upliftings of the heart to God all through the day

should be long or formal or studied ; rather they are

to be quick and momentary, as occasion may require.

But the value of this habit, and the strength that this

will impart to the soul, in all its unceasing conflicts

Avith the world, the flesh, and the devil, is beyond all

power of expressing.

"We scarcely require telling that at all times of our

more regular devotions we should ever use that model

of all prayers, Avhich our Lord has left for the comfort

and edification of His Church.

On the subject of the Lord's Prayer, notice the one

great lesson which we are taught herein, viz., that in

all our prayers we are to seek Jirst GoiVs honor and

glory ; and are then, and secondly, to make known our

own Avants and necessities. Thus we pray, first, " Hal-

loioed he Thy name^''''—we beseech God, that by His

grace (for of ourselves we cannot do this) we may ever

glorify in our lives and conversations that great Name

1 Ps. cxiif. 6. ' 1 Tliess. v. 17.
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which is holy and reverend: again, '•'"Thy Icingdom

come^'' that is, reign now and ever in our hearts, and

may the time be hastened when "the kingdoms of

this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and

of His Christ:'" again, ''''Thy will le done on earthy as

it is in heaven^'''' that is, may we render as perfect an

obedience to God in our lives here on earth, as do the

holy angels, who surround God's throne in heaven.

Then, secondly, we make known unto God our own
personal necessities :

" Give us this day our daily

Iread;'''' give us, that is, and thy whole Ohm-ch, all

that we require for the support of our souls and bod-

ies. How do these words teach us the need we have

of frequent prayer ! Our petition is only for this day's

wants ; we ask not for to-morrow : He who bade us

"take no thought for the morrow," would have us

pray " day by day" for the supply of each day's re-

turning need. Again, ^''Forgive us our trespasses^ as

iDeforgive those that trespass against us.'''' With what
force and significance is the law of charity here de-

clared ! we may not even supplicate for God's forgive-

ness on ourselves, except on the condition that we for-

give all others fuUy and freely their trespasses against

us : then, " Lead us not into temptation^^'' that is, suffer

us not to be tempted above what we are able to bear

;

with our temptations make a way for our escape ; let

Thy grace be sufficient to us in our time of need: '

"'But deliver us from evil;'''' deliver us from all dan-

gers to our souls and bodies ; deliver us from the Evil

One, from the power of sin, from aU things that may
hurt and defile our souls, and from all adversities that

may happen to our bodies. Thus are we taught to

1 Rev. xi. 15.

10*
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have a regard first to God's glorj (and tliis should be

the rule of all our lives, since for God's " pleasure all

things are and were created'"): and then, secondly, to

cast all our earthly cares upon Him, who careth for us.'

In this manner, therefore, let us ever pray. And while

we so live in continual fervent prayer to God, we shall

never lack that Divine grace, that heavenly strength,

which may support us in all our warfare against our

spiritual foes.

Be it remembered, too, that when young persons

come to take their Baptismal vow upon themselves,

solemnly to ratify and confirm it, they have the prom-

ise of a more abundant share of God's Holy Spirit

to direct, sanctify, and govern them in all their future

lives. The laying on their heads of the bishop's hands

at Confirmation is a special sign and assurance to them

that God wUl impart to their souls—if they are seek-

ing these in earnestness and sincerity—the abundant

graces of the Holy Ghost. This indwelling of the

Holy Spirit was it which God bestowed in the early

ages of the Church's existence. When the Apostles

laid their hands on the disciples' heads, there followed

immediately the gift of the Holy Ghost; a gift evi-

denced and made plain by the miraculous powers

which they, who were confirmed, possessed.^

In these latter days, when the Church is established

in the world, when "the grain of mustard-seed"^ is at

length become a mighty "tree," such miraculous

powers are no longer needed. These extraordinary

gifts, therefore, of the Holy Ghost have ceased. But

still do we look for His ordinary gifts, His common

1 Eev. iv. 11. 2 1 Pet. v. 7.

3 Acts xix. G. * Malt. xiii. '61.
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gifts, those gifts which are needed by all men and in

all times. Still do we pray that " the Holy Ghost the

Comforter may strengthen them that are confirmed,

and daily increase in them His manifold gifts of grace,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of

counsel and ghostly strength, the spirit of knowledge

and true godliness, and the spirit of His holy fear."

And still do we look for the evidences of the Holy

Spirit's presence in those "fruits of the Spirit" which

St. Paul enumerates, such as love, joy, peace, long-

suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-

perance,^—these evidences of the Holy Spirit's pres-

ence we look for ; we pray that these may follow in

the hearts and conversation of all those on whom the

bishop lays his hands at Confirmation.

And how is it possible for us to think enough of

this most blessed grace and presence of the Holy

Spirit? Do we remember that from the Holy Ghost

alone come all holy desires and all good counsels of

our hearts? Do we know that the very ability to lay

hold of God's proffered mercies cometh from Him
alone ? Do we know that He only can quicken our

faith, that He only can rouse our dull hearts and

kindle our cold affections, that He only can render us

loving, dutiful, obedient ; and that through His sanc-

tifying influence alone we can appreciate, or appre-

hend, or profit by Christ's great work for our souls ?

Are we sensible of this? Is the remembrance of it

written and engraven on our hearts and minds ? How
inestimable, then, how priceless in its value must be

that gift, that indwelling Presence, which does effect

so much in us ; which can enlighten our understand-

1 Gal. V. 22.
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ing, which can elevate and purify onr affections, which

can at first bring us unto Christ, and then cause us to

abide in Hira ! How good must be that gift which is

poured out on them, who seek it in sincerity, at the

moment of their Confirmation! And how careful

should we be that we grieve not this Holy Spirit of

God, that we do not despite unto His grace, that we
never wilfully resist Him, neither provoke Him
through our obstinacy to withdraw His presence from

the temple of our bodies !

Moreover, there is one other channel of Divine

grace opened to us at the time of our Confirmation.

All who have been confirmed are invited to partake

of that other Sacrament—the Sacrament of the Lord's

Supper, wherein their souls may be strengthened and

supported. As by the one Sacrament of Baptism we
were first joined to Christ, the fountain of all spiritual

life and strength, so in this other Sacrament we find

again and again an ever new and increasing bond of

union with our Lord. It was the work of the Holy
Spirit at first to graft us into Christ in Baptism ; so is

it also His holy work to impart to us and to fit us to

receive Christ in this feast of love, to make our souls

capable of partaking spiritually of Christ's Body and
Blood. As it is said, "By one Spirit are we all bap-

tized into one body," so also is it added, "and have

been all made to drink into one Spirit."^ Christ ap-

pointed this second Sacrament for this very end, that

we might continually be brought closer and closer to

Himself, that we might receive more of Him, more
grace, more strength, more spiritual life and health.

And to this Sacrament we are first admitted at that

» 1 Cor. xii. 13.



THE SECOND SACRAMENT. 117

time of our lives when we stand in the greatest need

of Divine grace. We are invited to the Lord's table

upon our Confirmation, when we are taking upon our-

selves our baptismal promises, when we are standing

out before God and His Church solemnly to declare

ourselves to be Christ's soldiers and servants, solemnly

to confirm with our own lips and in our own persons

those vows once made by our god-parents in our be-

half. Then we are invited to the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper, to partake spiritually of Christ's pre-

cious Body and Blood, to be drawn closer unto our

Lord
;

yea, to dwell in Him and He in us, to be one

with Him and He with us.

Notice shortly four points in the Holy Communion.
1. In our coming to the Lord's table there is obe-

dience to Christ's command, to His almost dying wish.

How inexpressibly sacred should this be in all Chris-

tians' eyes ! Our Lord has said, " Do this."^ And no

command of Christ may be neglected on peril of our

soul's salvation.''

2. It is in this Sacrament that we plead with God
the Father, in the most solemn way, the precious death

and sacrifice of Christ. It is through Christ's death

upon the cross alone that we may obtain remission of

our sins, or that we may be made partakers of the

kingdom of heaven. Here, in this Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper ; with these symbols of Christ's death

;

partaking of this Bread which Christ has afiirmed to

be His "Body,"^ once torn and broken; pai'taking of

1 Luke xxii. 19 ; Matt, xxvi. 26 ; 1 Cor. xi, 24
2 John vi, 53.

3 Matt. xxvi. 26. " To such as rightly, worthily, and with faith, re-

ceive the same, the Bread which we hreak is a partaking of the Body

of Christ; and likewise the Cup of Blessing is a partaking of the
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this wine which Christ has affirmed to be His Blood/

once shed upon the accursed " tree," we come before

the Holy Father and humbly plead the death and

merits of His only Son, beseeching Him to accept

that death in the stead of our death (who for our sins

deserve to die), and to grant us, for those merits' sake,

that everlasting life which we could never win our-

selves.

3. There is the special and peculiar blessing to be

obtained, which is Pinion with Christy and through

this union, grace and strength. Our Lord's own words

are, "He that eateth My Flesh, and driuketh My blood,

dwelleth in Me, and I in him."^ And thus our prayer

in the Communion Service is, " Grant us, therefore,

gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of Thy deai* Son

Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that our sinful

bodies may be made clean by His Body, and our souls

washed through His most precious Blood, and that we
may evermore dicell in Him and He in its^ In this

Sacrament, Christ does impart Himself to us. Myste-

riously present. He verily and indeed communicates

Himself to our souls. So St. Paul's words are, " The
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the com-

munion of the Blood of Christ ? The bread which

we break, is it not the communion of the Body of

Christ?"* And the Church teaches us that "our
heavenly Father hath given His Son, our Saviour

Jesus Christ, not only to die for us, but also to be our

spiritual food and sustenance in that Holy Sacrament."

Blood of Christ. . . . The body of Christ is given, taken, and

eaten, in the Supper, only after an heavenly and spiritual manner.

And the mean whereby the Body of Christ is received and eaten iu tho

Supper is Faith."—^K XX nil.
1 Matt xxvi. 28. 2 John vi. P6. 3 1 Cor. x. 16.
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See Matt. xxvi. 26-28; Mark xiv. 22-24; Luke xxii.

19, 20 ; 1 Cor. xi. 23-27.

4. We partake of this lioly Sacrament in remem-

brance of Christ; for remembering His inestimable

love, His Cross and Passion; for "showing the

Lord's death till He come." Hereby we continually

revive in our own hearts, we strengthen and renew

that gratitude and thankfalness to our Eedeemer,

which should ever be our first and latest thought,

which should be indeed the ruling principle of all our

lives. (Rere parts of the Communion Service should

be read over and explained.)

And what is there necessary in those who would

come to this Holy Sacrament? What must they do

who would prepare themselves for the worthy celebra-

tion of it ? They must first examine their past lives,

that they may learn wherein they have offended against

the laws of God or man ; and then must they earnestly

repent them of their sins and honestly parpose to

amend their lives in every respect. If they have
offended any one, if they have done any wrong or

injury to their neighbor, " they must make restitution

and satisfaction according to the uttermost of their

powers, being likewise ready to forgive others that

have oftended them." This must they do with an

humble reliance on God's mercy in Jesus Christ, with

a lively faith in that holy Saviour, and with hearty

thanks to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy

Ghost, for the redemption of the world by Jesus Christ.

If they will come so prepared and in such a spirit of

repentance, faith, and love, they need not fear lest

they should not find acceptance with God. Our Lord's
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own gracious promise is, " Iliin that cometh to Me, I

will in no wise cast out."'

Let it be observed here, that it is not well to be too

curious or anxious as to how and in what manner

Christ communicates Himself to us in this holy Sacra-

ment. Suffice it to us to remember that our Lord has

been pleased to declare, that the faithful reception of

these outward and visible signs—these creatures of

bread and wine—shall certainly impart to our souls

some inward and spiritual grace
;

yea, even Christ

Himself. But since this inward grace is spiritual—
Christ, through the working of the Holy Spirit, and

according to the mysterious and to us unfathomable

laws which govern spiritual things, communicating

Himself to our S2nrits^ entering into us and dwelling

with us, and uniting us unto Himself in some way ab-

solutely inappreciable to our senses—it must be evi-

dent, that though we may fully believe in this spiritual

communion with our most holy Saviour (since His

Word assures us of it), and though we may indeed

realize its eJSects upon the hidden life of our spirits,

yet the precise manner in which it is effected in us

must ever remain to our weak human understanding a

mystery which is past our comprehension. Let us be

content with this. We question not, neither do we
doubt about the existence of our souls and spirits.

Let us accept with a like unhesitating belief the bless-

ing which is imparted to those unseen spirits.

But we hear persons talk sometimes of candidates

for Confirmation being too young to present themselves

as guests at the Supper of the Lord. Alas, what an

unhappy thought ! Are you too young to be exposed to

' John vi. 87.
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the crafts and assaults of the devil ? too young to be

surrounded by every kind of temptation ? Are you
too young, then, to need God's grace ? Are you too

young to come to serve the Lord ? Has not the wise

man said, " Eemember now thy Creator in the days of

thy youth ?"^ Are you too young " to choose between

God and mammon?" Are you too young to "refuse

the evil, and choose the good ?" Are you too young
to dedicate yourselves to God's service, to enlist your-

selves beneath Christ's banner ? If so, why have you
presented yourselves for Confirmation ? Ah, let none

be deceived or led astray by such false, ungodly, mis-

erable arguments. Kather remember that God loves

young hearts. God wills to be served by them who
are still fresh, and pure, and unspotted by the grosser

sins of this wicked world. God calls these especially

to Himself ; and these, if they will hear His voice, shall

certainly be filled with all grace and spiritual bene-

diction.

If it be meant, indeed, by any young person, that he

is not in earnest in his intention to serve the Lord, that

he has no desire to cleave unto the Lord with his

whole heart, and that, therefore, he fears to profane

the holy Sacrament with his presence ; to such a one

it certainly must be answered : In God's Name, ap-

proach not to the table of thy Lord ; for, coming with

neither love, nor faith, nor penitence, nor sincerity,

thou wilt surely eat and drink to thine own condemna-
tion ! But then, to such a one, it must be likewise

added, Come not either to the holy rite of Confirma-

tion ; for if thou come there with a lie in thy right

hand, to vow falsely and hypocritically unto the Lord

1 Eccles. xii. 1.

11
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thy God, purposing not to perform thy vows,—if thon

come thus to take God's holy Name in vain, thou wilt

surely find a curse and not a blessing.

But there are some, who think humbly and sorrow-

fully that they are not worthy to receive the Sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper, that they are not good

enough. Let these be comforted and assured. In one

sense, indeed, none can be thought worthy to partake

of so great blessing; and so, in the service for the

Holy Communion, our confession is, " We do not pre-

sume to come to this Thy table, merciful Lord, trust-

ing in our own righteousness, but in Thy manifold and

great mercies. AVe are not worthy so much as to

gather up the crumbs under Thy table." Let us re-

member, however, that we are not admitted to our

Lord's table as a reicardfor our goodness, but we come

there to le made good. We come there seeking Christ

therein. How can we become good without that grace

which we receive from Christ ? Have we such spirit-

ual strength in ourselves? Is not Christ the only

fountain of all life ? When we come to the Holy Com-
munion, we come seeking from Christ that grace and

spiritual strength which He only can impart to us, and

which our souls so sorely need. That Sacrament is the

special means of grace, the very means above all others

whereby Christ would impart some strength and re-

freshing to our weary souls. It is not (be it again and

again repeated) a sense oipast sins—of past sins which

we humbly sorrow over—which will make us unwor-

thy to approach Christ's table. A present love of sin^

a wish and intention to continue in our sins, a wilful

determination to persist in ungodly ways, this only

(and this most surely) makes us unworthy and unfitted
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to present ourselves as guests at the Supper of our

Lord,—this, and a careless ungodly disbelief in the

blessedness of that holy Sacrament.

But if any wiU come with penitent, faithful, and

loving hearts, they need fear nothing. God will mer-

cifully accept them ;
Christ will draw them nearer and

still nearer to Himself; the Holy Spirit will direct,

govern, and sanctify their hearts ; and in the Divine

strength which they obtain in that and in all other ap-

pointed means of grace, they shall be enabled to stand

fast in the evil day ; they shall " lay aside the sin

which doth so easily beset them,"^ and they shall go

out and show themselves Christ's faithful soldiers and

servants unto their lives' end.

1 Heb. xii. 1.




















